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Abortion  alternatives 


,  to  offer  an  extension  of  God’s  love” 


COLUMBUS,  Ga.  (BP)  -  When 
Edgewood  Baptist  Church  opened  a  crisis 
pregnancy  center  in  1981,  members  knew 
very  little  about  the  challenge  before  them. 

They  learned  in  a  hurry.  The  first  person 
to  walk  through  the  center’s  door  was  a 
young  mother  of  two  preschoolers.  She  was 
poor,  pregnant,  and  without  H6pe.  Earlier 
she  had  been  left  to  fend  for  herself  when  her 
husband  was  violently  killed.  Now  the  man 
she  had  been  living  with  had  abandoned  her 
after  learning  she  was  pregnant.  Barely  able 
to  feed  the  two  children  she  already  had, 
abortion  seemed  the  only  alternative. 

However,  after  talking  with  a  counselor, 
the  woman  readily  decided  against  abortion. 
For  the  next  three  months,  Edgewood 
church  members  provided  emotional  and 
spiritual  support  and  assisted  with  food  and 
clothing  for  the  children. 

The  woman  committed  her  life  to  Christ 
and  became  a  member  of  the  church.  She 
later  volunteered  her  services  at  the  center 
and  has  become  one  of  its  most  effective 
counselors.  She  gave  birth  to  twins,  one  of 
whom  died  due  to  lung  complications.  But 
the  names  she  gave  them  were  a  testimony 
to  her  new  lease  on  life:  Faith  and  Hope. 

Since  that  initial  visit,  more  than  12,000 
women,  ranging  in  age  from  11  to  58,  have 


sought  help  at  the  center.  Inspired  by  the 
center’s  dramatic  impact,  the  church  has 
launched  a  variety  of  related  ministries,  in¬ 
cluding  a  self-supporting  adoption  agency. 
A  training  program  based  on  Edgewood’s 
experience  has  been  used  in  the  last  two 
years  to  help  establish  similar  programs  in 
30  Baptist  churches  in  seven  states. 

While  Edgewood  is  unique  in  many  ways, 
it  is  not  alone.  Across  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  churches  and  individuals  are 
responding  to  the  issue  of  abortion  through 
education,  social  action,  and  ministry'.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  speaking  out  against  society’s 
callous  attitude  toward  abortion,  more  and 
more  Southern  Baptists  are  speaking  for  the 
sanctity  of  human  life  through  active  in¬ 
volvement  in  providing  alternatives  to 
abortion  . 

Following  up  on  a  resolution  adopted  at 
the  1984  meeting  of  the  SBC,  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  convened  a  special  committee  to 
deal  with  alternatives  to  abortion.  The  HMB 
appointed  Oklahoma  City  physician  Fred 
Loper  as  a  medical  consultant  to  help  the 
board  to  assist  associations  and  churches  in 
ministries  related  to  abortion. 

The  Christian  Life  Commission  in  1986  in¬ 
troduced  eight  new  resources  related  to 
sanctity  of  human  life  concerns.  The  CLC 


also  Has  promoted  the  observance  of  Sanc¬ 
tity  of  Human  Life  Sunday,  set  on  the  1987 
denominational  calendar  for  January  18. 

While  action  is  taking  place  on  many 
fronts,  the  development  of  crisis  pregnan¬ 
cy  centers  has  attracted  the  most  interest. 

Lowell  Milburn,  special  care  ministries 
director  for  the  Oklahoma  convention,  en¬ 
courages  churches  and  associations  to  in¬ 
vestigate  the  possibility  of  starting  crisis 
pregnancy  center  and  hotline  services.  “It’s 
an  opportunity  to  reach  people  in  a  time  of 
need,"  he  says. 

Like  the  Edgewood  program,  the 
Oklahoma  centers  offer  a  free  pregnancy 
test.  While  the  woman  waits  for  the  results, 
she  views  a  slide  show  about  fetal  develop¬ 
ment.  The  presentation  also  includes  some 
explanation  of  the  abortion  process.  A 
volunteer  counselor  discusses  with  the 
woman  the  available  alternatives  to 
abortion. 

The  Oklahoma  centers  are  modeled  large¬ 
ly  after  the  program  at  Edgewood  which  has 
pioneered  the  crisis  pregnancy  center 
ministry  among  Southern  Baptist  churches. 
Edgewood’s  center  operates  with  a  full-time 
director  (the  only  paid  position)  and  about 
40  volunteers. 

In  1986  about  4,000  women  received 
counseling  at  the  center,  says  associate 


pastor  Andy  Merritt,  the  guiding  force 
behind  the  church’s  pro-lffe  ministries. 

Three  out  of  every  four  women  who  come 
to  the  clinic  are  unwed.  More  than  80  per¬ 
cent  of  the  women  decide  to  reject  abortion. 
Merritt  believes  the  presence  of  the  clinic 
also  has  contributed  to  a  reduction  in  the 
abortion  rate  in  Columbus  in  recent  years. 

He  also  points  out  40  percent  of  the  girls 
who  receive  the  free  pregnancy  test  are  not 
pregnant.  Many  of  them  are  open  to  counsel¬ 
ing  about  a  Christian  approach  to  moral 
values  and  lifestyles. 

The  center  is  complemented  by  other 
ministries.  A  prenatal  care  program  is 
available.  Through  a  “shepherding  home" 
ministry,  women  during  pregnancy  can  live 
with  a  Christian  family.  A  group  maternity 
home  is  on  the  drawing  board.  An  adoption 
agency,  licensed  by  the  state  in  1985,  placed 
more  than  30  babies  in  Christian  homes  in 
its  first  18  months.  An  educational  team 
gives  presentations  on  the  ministry  of  the 
center,  abortion  and  the  case  for  sexual 
abstinence  outside  of  marriage. 

‘The  distinctive  thing  about  the  center  is 
not  so  much  to  save  a  baby,  as  important  as 
that  is,  but  to  offer  an  extension  of  God  s  love. 
When  the  girl  chooses  life  for  her  baby,  we 
rejoice,  but  that’s  when  the  work  really 
begins.”  "  • 


Mission  boards  pledge 
to  increase  lay  recruits 


ATLANTA  (BP)  -  A  plan  to  chan¬ 
nel  more  volunteers  into  missions 
gained  momentum  as  representatives 
from  three  Southern  Baptist  agencies 
explored  new  avenues  for  involving 
laity  through  job  skills. 

“Laypeople  for  years  have  wanted 
to  be  a  part  of  the  total  world  missions 
enterprise  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  but  haven’t  known  how  to 
participate.  Now  they  have  that  oppor¬ 
tunity  through  use  of  their  vocational 
gifts,”  explained  James  Smith,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Brotherhood  Commission. 

Representatives  from  the 
Brotherhood  Commission  and 
Southern  Baptists’  home  and  foreign 
mission  boards  met  for  a  think-tank 
session  and  pledged  mutual  support. 

The  recruitment  of  volunteers  for 
home  and  foreign  missions  will  be 
coordinated  through  the  recently 
formed  National  Fellowship  of  Baptist 
Men,  Smith  said.  Although  the  tyo 
mission  boards  have  endorsed  the 
fellowship  and  pledged  $50,000  each 
during  the  next  two  years,  leadership 


By  Joe  Westbury 

will  remain  with  the  Brotherhood 
Commission. 

The  commission,  which  does  not 
send  missionaries,  will  recruit 
volunteers  according  to  vocation  and 
channel  them  to  the  home  and  foreign 
boards  for  short-term  and  long-term 
assignments. 

‘The  challenge  of  evangelizing  our 
nation  cannot  be  met  by  pastors  of 
37,000  churches  or  3,700  home  mis¬ 
sionaries.  It  will  be  volunteers  from 
the  pews  who  will  share  a  radical  kind 
of  love  with  a  lost  nation,”  said  Robert 
Banks,  acting  president  of  the  Home 
Mission  Board. 

“All  the  people  who  are  going  to  help 
Southern  Baptists  reach  their  Bold 
Mission  Thrust  goal  (of  reaching  the 
world  for  Christ)  in  the  next  14  years 
have  already  been  born,”  Banks  add¬ 
ed.  “God  always  does  his  part  —  he 
calls  them.  Our  part  is  to  go,  and  to 
help  them  go.” 

_  While  volunteer  response  is  higher 
than  ever.  Banks  said  25  percent  to  30 
percent  of  the  board’s  requests  for 
help  cannot  be  met  because  of  lack  of 


funds  and  personnel. 

R.  Keith  Parks,  president  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board,  stressed  the 
need  for  linking  job  skills  with  mission 
needs  on  an  internationaJ  basis. 

“There  is  a  Southern  Baptist 
presence  in  108  of  the  world’s  243  na¬ 
tions,  but  more  than  half  of  those  re¬ 
maining  countries  will  not  allow  us  in 
through  the  traditional  missionary 
context,”  Parks  said. 

“I  am  praying  that  more  Southern 
Baptists  will  begin  to  study  a  second 
language  and  develop  cross-cultural 
relationships  so  they  will  be  prepared 
when  a  missions  opportunity  presents 
itself.  We  may  not  always  be  able  to 
share  the  gospel  as  traditional  mis¬ 
sionaries,  but  we  will  as 
agriculturalists,  veterinarians  or 
dozens  of  other  professionals,"  said 
Parks. 

The  National  Fellowship  of  Baptist 
Men  is  the  first  nationwide  effort  to 
organize  Baptist  laity  according  to 
skills  and  interests,  said  Executive 
Director  Ed  Bullock. 

Joe  Westbury  writes  for  the  HMB. 
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Observe  Sanctity  of  Human  Life  Sunday 
January  1  8,  1  987 

Sponsored  by  the  Christian  Lite  Commission  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
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Editorials  .  .  .  by  Don  McGregor 


We  don’t  need  jai  alai 


GOD  WHO  SLUMBERS  NOT  NOR  SLEEPS 


From  time  to  time  there  is  not  a 
subject  for  editorial  writing  readily  at 
hand.  There  always  is  something  that 
needs  to  be  discussed,  but  determin¬ 
ing  what  it  is  sometimes  takes  a  bit 
of  time.  While  the  Legislature  is  in 
session,  however,  there  is  always  some 
matter  that  needs  attention.  Because 
of  space  and  time  limitations,  we  may 
not  get  to  all  of  them,  but  they  are 
always  there,  nevertheless. 

Now  it’s  time  for  this  week’s 
discussion. 

Two  more  bills  that  have  been  filed 
in  the  Mississippi  Senate  need  to  be 
brought  to  the  attention  of  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptists.  Both  were  filed  by  George 
Smith  of  Gulfport  and  Thomas  A. 
Gollott  of  Biloxi. 

One  is  S  2283.  which  would  permit 
jai  alai  wagering  in  counties  where  it 
is  approved  by  a  referendum.  The 
other  is  S  2283.  which  would  provide 
for  para-mutuel  wagering  on  jai  alai 
and  distribute  the  revenue. 

It  makes  no  difference  whether  it  is 
on  horses,  a  lottery,  or  jai  alai,  gambl¬ 


ing  is  gambling.  And  that  is  what 
these  two  bills  are  all  about.  And  we 
can  surely  rest  assured  that  what  is 
going  on  here  is  simply  an  effort  to  get 
a  foot  in  the  door.  Once  the  door  is 
cracked  in  any  wise  to  permit  gambl¬ 
ing  in  any  fashion,  the  rush  will  be  on. 
The  state  will  become  fair  game  for 
every  type  of  gambling  there  is. 

These  bills  are  in  the  Senate 
Finance  Committee.  The  effort  needs 
to  be  stopped  immediately.  The  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Finance  Committee  is  Bob 
Montgomery  of  Canton. 

Readers  will  recall  also  that  a  bill 
that  would  pave  the  way  for  a  state- 
operated  lottery  had  been  filed.  It  is 
SCR  502  and  has  been  assigned  to  the 
Constitution  Committee. 

The  chairman  of  this  committee  is 
George  Guerieri  of  Southaven. 

We  don’t  have  gambling  in 
Mississippi.  We  don’t  need  it.  It  would 
benefit  no  one  but  the  people  who  run 
the  gambling  establishments.  The 
state  would  get  a  bit  of  revenue  from 
it.  but  not  enough  to  pay  for  the  extra 


costs  that  would  be  generated  prom 
gambling  and  certainly  not  enough  to 
pay  for  the  pain  and  misery  that  it 
would  bring. 

The  place  to  stop  it  is  before  it  gets 
started.  Now  is  the  time  to  let  commit¬ 
tee  members  know  that  it  is  not 
wanted. 

The  gambling  interests  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  say  that  it  is  a  painless  tax 
system  because  only  those  who  want 
to  gamble  are  paying  the  freight.  The 
problem  is  that  a  great  number  of 
people  gamble  who  can’t  afford  it 
simply  because  they  need  to  get 
something  for  a  small  investment. 
They  keep  making  these  investments 
over  and  over,  however,  hoping  the 
next  one  will  click ;  and  the  returns  on 
their  investments  are  almost  negligi¬ 
ble.  For  almost  all  of  those  who  invest, 
it  is  zero.  Only  a  very  few  cash  in.  But 
the  person  who  invests  and  doesn’t 
cash  in,  which  is  all  but  a  very  few, 
may  not  be  able  to  pay  the  light  bill 
next  month  and  might  have  to  go 
without  adequate  groceries. 

It  happens. 


Financial  responsibility 


The  downturn  in  the  economy  of 
Mississippi  caused  1986  Mississippi 
Baptist  gifts  through  the  Cooperative 
Program  to  be  $911,466  short  of  the 
budget. 

The  total  gifts  for  the  year  were 
$17,638,534,  but  this  must  be  compared 
to  a  budget  of  $18,550,000. 

Recognizing  the  situation  as  being 
one  that  would  not  be  changed  to  any 
great  extent  this  year,  Earl  Kelly,  ex¬ 
ecutive  secretary-treasurer  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
called  for  a  cut  in  the  1987  budget  of 
4.91  percent.  This  will  provide  for  a 
budget  of  $18,088,534.  To  meet  such  a 


budget  will  require  a  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  giving  experience  of  $450,000 
more  than  was  the  case  last  year. 

Such  an  adjustment  is  responsible 
stewardship.  There  is  no  need  to  main¬ 
tain  a  hoped-for  budget  figure  that  ob¬ 
viously  would  not  be  met. 

The  problem  is  not  that  the  chur¬ 
ches  are  not  giving  of  their  own  in¬ 
come.  It  is  indicative  of  the  fact  that 
church  incomes  have  not  grown  as 
much  through  the  past  several 
months  as  had  been  the  case  earlier. 

This  should  not  be  taken  as  a  signal 
for  the  churches  to  become  lax  in  mis¬ 
sions  giving.  It  is  a  recognition  that 
gifts  to  the  churches  have  not  held  up 


Ed  Holcomb’s  passing 


Our  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
fact  that  William  E.  (Ed)  Holcomb 
passed  away  in  the  spring.  For  some 
reason  this  had  escaped  our  attention. 
We  check  newspaper  obituaries  dai¬ 
ly  but  failed  to  see  this  one.  His  death 
was  not  called  to  our  attention  under 
any  other  condition 
Nevertheless,  Holcomb  died  March 
31,  1986,  and  Mississippi  Baptists  heed 
to  be  aware  of  his  passing.  He  was  a 
brother  of  T.  L.  Holcomb,  now  deceas¬ 
ed,  who  was  president  of  the  Sunday 
School  Board;  of  Harmon  Holcomb, 
also  deceased ;  and  of  Rowe  Holcomb, 
a  retired  pastor  living  in  Hazlehurst. 
Their  father  was  W  B  Holcomb,  who 
established  a  number  of  churches  in 
south  Mississippi 
W.  E.  Holcomb  was  a  native  of 


Poplarville.  He  was  a  graduate  of 
Mississippi  College  and  served  as 
both  vice-president  and  president  for 
brief  periods  of  Mississippi  Women's 
College,  now  William  Carey  College. 
He  was  president  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  Blue  Mountain  College  and 
president  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  for  two  terms. 

Holcomb  was  a  member  of  the  body 
of  trustees  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  for  three  years.  For  66  years  he 
was  a  deacon  and  Sunday  School 
teacher  for  First  Church,  Tupelo;  Im¬ 
manuel  Church,  Hattiesburg,  and 
First  Church,  Jackson. 

He  w’as  survived  by  his  wife ;  three 
daughters,  Mrs.  Charles  Jones  of  Gin- 
ton.  Mrs.  Richard  Turner  of  Hat¬ 
tiesburg,  and  Mrs.  Ross  Bass  of 


*WE  CAM  MEVee  COME  TO  HIM  AT  AM 
INOPPORTUNE  MOMENT/  0 

~  ALEXANDER  MACLABEN 
^ /NOTED  SCOT  7HE0L06/ANJ 


as  well  as  had  been  expected. 

Economic  conditions  are  somewhat 
depressed  in  Mississippi  because  of 
farm  income  not  meeting  hoped  for 
levels  and  oil  income  being  almost 
non-existent. 

These  conditions  will  not  last 
forever.  In  the  meantime  there  is  no 
point  in  working  with  a  budget  that  is 
built  more  on  dreams  than  reality. 

Mississippi  Baptist's  percentage 
commitment  to  missions  causes  will 
remain  the  same.  Plans  will  be  scal¬ 
ed  back  to  meet  a  more  realistic  in¬ 
come  expectation. 

This  was  the  only  avenue  available 
if  responsibility  is  to  be  maintained. 


Guest  opinion  ... 

In  touch  with 

grassroots  Baptists 


Jackson;  a  son,  W.  E.  Holcomb  Jr.,  of 
Alexander  City,  Ala. ;  and  the  surviv¬ 
ing  brother,  Rowe  Holcomb. 


Editor's  Note:  The  following  is  an 
editorial  written  by  Jack  Sanford, 
editor  of  the  Western  Recorder,  the 
Baptist  state  paper  for  Kentucky. 
After  its  original  publication  he 
noted.  "The  pastors  didn't  necessari-' 
ly  agree  with  me!” 

We  have  heard  a  lot  about 
"grassroots  Baptists"  in  recent  days, 
but  who  is  in  touch  with  these  elusive 
people?  - 

Certainly  the  denominational  ex¬ 
ecutive  is  hardly  in  touch  since  most 
of  his/her  time  is  spent  in  program 
planning,  personnel  supervision  and 
money  management  He  knows  Bap 
tists  but  is  hardly  an  expert  on 
“grassroots  Baptists'* 

The  state  editors,  though  many  of 
them  come  from  pastoral 
backgrounds,  are  hardly  in  touch  with' 
grassroots  Baptists  in  any  meaningful 


sense  Our  time  is  spent  gathering, 
organizing  and  disseminating  news 
from  a  broad  spectrum  of  Baptist  life 
which  gives  us  wide  acquaintance 
with  Baptists,  but  hardly  superior 
knowledge.  Pastors  may  be  in  touch 
with  "grassroots  Baptists. '  but  here 
again  the  average  pastor  is  concern¬ 
ed  with  his  congregation,  his  com¬ 
munity.  his  programs  His  church  and 
community  may  not  be  typical  of  all 
Baptist  groups  so  his  knowledge  of 
"grassroots  Baptists"  is  limited. 

The  one  person  in  Baptist  life  who 
is  most  likely  to  be  in  touch  with 
"grassroots  Baptists"  is  the  director 
of  missions.  He  is  the  one  person  who 
has  continual  contact  with  pastors 
from  a  wide  geographical  area  and 
churches  of  every  description  If 
anyone  knows  Baptists  it  should  be  the 

(Continued  on  page  11) 


More  than  football 


The  Baptist  Record  does  not  cover 
sports  and  very  seldom  finds  any 
reason  to  mention  sports  activities. 


game  unless  there  is  some  personal 
reason  to  do  so.  I  decided  to  watch  the 
game  on  the  century,  the  Jan.  2  bat- 


During  the  frenzy  of  bowl  games  *  tie  between  No.  2  Penn  State  and  No. 


around  New  Year's  Day.  however, 
there  were  some  interesting 
observations. 

I  have  long  been  an  admirer  of  Joe 
Paterno.  football  coach  at  Penn  State, 
though  1  had  no  well-defined  reason 
I  just  liked  his  ability  and  his  attitude 
as  I  saw  it  reflected  on  television. 

Though  I  seldom  watch  a  football 


1  Miami.  I  was  intrigued  when  D.  J. 
Dozier.  Penn  State  running  back 


deeply  religious  person. 

In  a  brief  interview  at  the  end  of  the 
game.  Paterno  had  little  to  say  about 
the  game  except  to  comment  that  he 
was  pleased  that  his  young  men  had 
been  able  to  use  their  God-given  abil- 


dropped  to  his  knees  in  the  end  zone»  ty  to  perform  well. 


following  his  touchdown  run.  Two  or 
three  others  joined  him.  I  thought  it 
might  be  for  show,  but  when  play  was 
resumed.  Dozier  simply  moved  to  the 
sideline  and  went  to  his  knees  again. 
The  announcer  noted  that  he  is  a 


The  next  day  the  newspaper  car¬ 
ried  an  interesting  Paterno  quote.  The 
score  was  14  to  10  in  favor  of  Penn 
State,  and  Miami  had  the  ball  on  the 
Penn  State  13  with  fourth  down.  There 
(Continued  on  page  11) 
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Meeting  has  topics 
to  pique  interests 


The  Second  Front  Page 


The  upcoming  Evangelism-Bible  Darrell  King  of  the  Home  Mission 
Conference  set  for  Feb.  2-4  at  Calvary  Board  will  lead  a  session  on  preaching 
Church,  Jackson,  will  feature  a  series  and  teaching  prayer  for  spiritual 
of  special  interest  sessions,  including  awakening.  Louis  Nicolosi,  minister  of 
aspects  of  salvation,  witnessing  music  at  First  Church,  Purvis,  and 
through  music  ministry,  and  prayer  Myma  Loy  Hedgepeth,  a  Jackson- 
for  spiritual  awakening. 

Participants  will  be  able  to  choose 
two  of  the  ten  offerings  during  the  con¬ 
ference  which  begins  at  6:45  p.m., 

Monday,  Feb.  2  and  concludes  at  11:10 
a.m.,  Wednesday,  Feb.  4. 

Four  of  the  sessions  will  focus  on 
various  aspects  of  preaching  and 
teaching  salvation.  Brian  Harbour, 
pastor  of  Emmanuel  Church,  Little 
Rock,  will  lead  the  session  on  salva¬ 
tion  as  regeneration.  Bill  Tolar  of 
Southwestern  Seminary  will  speak  on 
salvation  as  growth.  Stuart  Arnold, 
pastor  emeritus  of  Citadel  Square  consultant  at  the  Sunday  School  Baptists  to  help  start  new  churches. 
Church,  Charleston,  SiC.,  will  speak  on  Board,  will  speak  on  how  to  provide  deals  “with  the  very  heart  of  who  we 
the  future  dimension  of  salvation.  And  pastoral  leadership  for  evangelist,  are  as  Southern  Baptists,”  the 
Cecil  Randall  of  New  Orleans  And  Sue  Tatum  of  Yazoo  City  will  denomination’s  foreign  missions 
Seminary  will  speak  on  salvation  as  speak  on  how  to  witness  through  leader  responded, 
good  news  to  be  shared.  home,  family,  and  neighborhood.  R.  Keith  Parks,  president  of  the 

Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board,  said  he  would  welcome  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  meet  with  Genesis  Com¬ 
mission  leaders  and  share  with  them 
the  nature  and  scope  of  the  board’s 
work. 

The  commission  has  been 
chartered  by  three  Southern  Baptists : 
Randy  Best,  a  layman  and  member 
of  Second  Baptist  Church  in  Houston; 
The  seminary’s  six-member  ex-  Bill  Darnell,  former  pastor  of  Kirby 
ecutive  board  will  meet  Feb.  20-21  and  Woods  Baptist  Church  in  Memphis, 
likely  will  name  a  search  committee  Tenn.,  and  executive  director  of  the 
for  Newell’s  successor,  said  Isam  new  organization;  and  John  Morgan, 
Ballenger,  one  of  two  executive  board  pastor  of  Sagemont  Baptist  Church  in 
members  representing  the  Southern  Houston.  The  other  known  commis- 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board,  which  sion  board  member  is  Paige  Patter- 
jointly  sponsors  the  seminary  with  the  son,  president  of  the  Criswell  Center 
European  Baptist  Federation,  for  Biblical  Studies  in  Dallas. 
Ballenger  is  director  of  Southern  Bap-  Some  observers  have  seen  the 

m  amT"?  m  Ur0pC  3nd  thC  Genesis  Commission  as  potentially  in 
rndie  East.  opposition  to  the  Foreign  Mission 

Sixty-five  students  from  six  con-  Board  in  two  areas 
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based  music  evangelist,  will  lead  a 

session  on  the  music  ministry  and  W  |3  ~ 

one-to-one  witnessing.  O  -13  V>4  O 

Keith  Wilkinson,  director  of  the  1 

Mississippi  Baptist  Sunday  School  STIOTl  fl  1”0 

Department,  will  speak  on  using  A 

outreach  Bible  study  to  win  unsaved  .  1  1 

youths  and  adults.  Carl  Saveli,  na  1^1  AW  ■lOZiT'fl 
tional  consultant  for  Interfaith  ”  A-r V-FC4.J.  VJ. 

Witness  for  the  HMB,  will  speak  on  B  Marv  Knox 

how  to  witness  to  people  in  cults  and  NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  The 
0  er  31  Genesis  Commission,  an  organization 

Jim  White,  church  administration  founded  by  conservative  Southern 


Will  became  model 


By  Harold  Kitchings 
Executive  secretary  - 
Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation 

The  late  Hugh  Lee  Simmons  of  Centerville,  had  a  concern  for  the  for¬ 
mal  training  of  students  preparing  for  the  ministry.  Therefore,  he  made 
provision  in  his  will  drawn  up  in  1958,  for  a  sizable  portion  of  his  estate 
to  come  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation.  v 

After  his  decease  in  1965,  the  executor  of  his  estate  delivered  to  Harry 
L.  Spencer,  then  executive  secretary  of  the  Foundation,  assets  totaling 
$33,414.82,  for  the  above  stated  purpose.  From  this  fund,  at  least  55 
students  have  received  financial  assistance  while  attending  one  of  our 
Southern  Baptist  seminaries.  Because  this  fund  balance  has  now  ap¬ 
preciated  in  value  to  $51,690.89  as  Qf  Sept.  30,  1986.  approximately  ten 
scholarships  are  issued  each  semester  at  one  of  our  seminaries. 

The  recipients  of  these  scholarships  are  selected  in  keeping  with  the 
four  guidelines  set  forth  in  the  will:  namely;  (1)  sound  in  Christian 
character,  habits,  and  standards  of  Christian  living;  (2)  sound  in  their 
conviction  as  to  a  definite  calling  as  a  minister  for  pastoral  or  missionary 
work  in  either  the  evangelistic,  teaching,  nursing,  or  other  medical  fields ; 
(3)  in  definite  need  of  financial  assistance;  and,  (4)  sound  in  scholarship. 

Because  Simmons’  will  requires  a  pledge  from  the  recipient  of  the 
scholarship  that  the  money  be  repaid  if  the  recipient  renounces  his  call¬ 
ing,  the  trustees  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  looked  with  such 
favor  on  this  requirement  that  this  policy  was  adopted  for  all  seminary 
student  scholarships. 

Thus,  once  more,  the  testimony  of  a  Christian  lives  on  through  his  will. 


Newell 


resigns  seminary 
for  Alabama  pastorate 


A  CHRISTIAN  WILL 

Graving  In  StevkinXJxp 


Prior  to  his  missionary  appoint-  This  year,  the  number  of  students  Competition 

ment  to  Switzerland  in  July  1984,  from  Europe  has  increased  threefold. 

Newell  had  been  pastor  of  First  Bap-  The  seminary  has  eight  faculty  First  *s  competition  for  funds  from 
tist  Church  of  Opelika,  Ala.,  for  two  members,  including  four  Southern  suPP°rtinf»  Southern  Baptists.  The 
years  and  pastor  of  St.  Matthews  Bap-  Baptist  missionaries.  board  receives  support  from  the  con- 

tist  Church  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  from  Newell,  42,  a  native  of  Meridian,  venf‘on  s  Cooperative  Program 
1975  to  19^2.  Miss.,  and  his  wife,  Diane,  a  Jackson,  unified  budget  and  from  the  Lottie 

“I  have  just  really  missed  being  a  Miss.,  native,  have  three  children,  Moo[|  Christmas  Offering,  taken  in 
pastor,”  Newell  said  in  a  telephone  in-  Sarah,  13;  Amanda,  10;  and  Justin,  7.  Southern  Baptist  churches.  Because 
terview  the  day  after  agreeing  to  lead  Art  Toalston  writes  for  the  FMB.  the  ^n^5  Commission  is  avowedly 

Southern  Baptist,  observers  and  some 
-  board  supporters  have  said  they  fear 

Harrv  T  SnPllPPr  TArm  or  support  for  the  commission  will  come 

1  opciltci,  1UI  IIICI  from  potential  support  for  the  board. 

P  1  ,  •  1  •  /»  j  •  Darnell  told  Baptist  Press  his  group 

iounaation  CillCI,  dies  is  not  in  competition  with  the  board 

and  he  believes  Southern  Baptists 

Harry  Lee  Spencer,  94,  former  ex-  Payne  College  in  Texas  awarded  him  have  enough  money  to  support  both 
ecutive  secretary  of  the  Mississippi  an  honorary  doctorate.  Spencer  ministries.  “Although  no  gift  would  be 
Baptist  Foundation,  died  Jan.  10  in  organized  what  was  to.  become  the  refused,  there  is  no  pian  to  go  to  the 

first  BSU  at  Baylor  University  in  1918.  churches  to  seek  their  gifts,”  Patter- 
Pastorates  included  Immanuel  son  added. 

Church,  Hattiesburg;  College  Avenue  Second  is  a  perceived  disparage 
Church,  Fort  Worth;  and  First  ment  of  the  board’s  broader 
Church,  Brownwood,  Tex.  ministries  -  such  as  agricultural  ex 

„  .  .....  ..  .  pertise,  medical  aid,  and  education — 

He  is  survived  by  his  son,  Harry  Lee  by  Genesis  Commission  leaders,  who 

r  Hu"tSV,Ile’  have  designed  their  organization 

daughter,  Mrs.  Grace  Clemson  of  Fort  strirtIv  tn  *farf  „hlirf.h^  6 

Worth 


y  f  ■  with  burial  at 

Lakewood  Memo 
Mb  rial  Park 

Spencer  began 
I  his  work  at  the 

*  Foundation  in  1950 

Spencer  and  reared  jn  1967 

A  native  of  Carroll  County,  he  was 
a  graduate  of  Baylor  University  and 
earned  the  master  of  theology  and 


a  sister,  Miss  Margrete 
Spencer,  of  Clinton;  brothers,  H.  C. 
Spencer  of  Clinton  and  John  A. 
Spencer  of  Hattiesburg;  seven  grand¬ 
children,  and  10  great  grandchildren. 


doctor  of  theology  degrees  from  Memorials  may  be  made  to  the  reflection  on  these  other  ministries ; 
Southwestern  Seminary.  Howard  Baptist  Children’s  Village.  (Continued  on  page  4) 
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SBC  execs  respond  to  .  .  . 


(Continued  from  page  3)  s 
it  does  not  mean  we  feel  they  are  < 
wrong.” 

“I  was  amazed  . . .  that  this  would 
have  to  be  viewed  competitively,”  Pat¬ 
terson  said.  “We  didn’t  see  it  that  way 
at  all.  Randy  Best  is  a  new  Baptist, 
and  he  was  totally  innocent  of  wanting 
to  do  anything  competitive. 

The  genesis  of  the  Genesis  Commis¬ 
sion  actually  has  nothing  to  do  with 
being  competitive  with  either  (foreign 
or  home  mission)  board  or  with  the 
present  political  conflict  within  the 
convention,  other  than  I  suppose  it  is 
inevitable  that  anybody  involved 
would  have  some  position  on  what  is 
going  on  in  the  convention.” 

Both  Genesis  Commission  and 
Foreign  Mission  Board  leaders  said 
they  are  attempting  to  set  a  date  for 
a  meeting  between  the  two  groups. 

Parks  said  he  particularly  feels  a 
conference  between  commission 
leaders  and  board  officials  is  in  order. 
He  explained  he  wants  “them  to  get 
a  little  clearer  understanding  about 
what  we  do.  I  don’t  think  they  fully  ap¬ 
preciate  the  focus  we’re  making  on 
evangelism  and  the  starting  of  chur¬ 
ches.” 

Southern  Baptists’  foreign  force  of 
more  than  3,700  missionaries  includes 
a  variety  of  specialists,  such  as  doc¬ 
tors,  business  managers,  and  musi¬ 
cians,  but  the  missionary  preacher  is 
considered  the  backbone  of  the  effort. 
Parks  said.  All  missionaries, 
regardless  of  specialty,  are  expected 
to  practice  personal  evangelism  and 
to  encourage  church  growth,  he  add¬ 
ed,  also  noting  the  board  has  not 
started  hospitals  or  schools  —  about 
which  some  observers  had  seen  the 
Genesis  Commission  as  being  critical 
—  for  a  long  time. 

Parks  said  that  the  ratio  of  bap¬ 
tisms  to  church  members  in  overseas 
churches  related  to  the  board  runs  12 
to  1,  far  better  than  the  42  to  1  ratio 
in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

In  1985,  overseas  churches  baptized 
158,626  people,  an  average  of  435  per 
day.  Membership  in  those  churches 


surpassed  2  million,  and  the  number 
of  churches  increased  to  15,635,  a  gain 
of  almost  6  percent  over  1984.  Count¬ 
ing  chapels  and  preaching  points, 
which  are  the  churches  of  the  future, 
the  total  was  almost  33,000. 

However,  other  ministries  are  vital 
to  such  evangelism,  Parks  said.  “We 
feel  that  training  leadership  through 
seminaries  and  training  membership 
through  the  production  of  literature  is 
really  supportive  of  the  evangelistic 
church-starting  thrust.” 

Noting  the  potential  for  competition 
between  the  board  and  the  commis¬ 
sion,  he  said:  “The  only  support  we 
have  comes  from  Southern  Baptists. 
If  they  (the  Genesis  Commission)  go 
to  the  same  Southern  Baptists  for  sup¬ 
port,  I  can’t  see  it  as  being  anything 
else  than  direct  competition. 

“I  also  feel  that  since  our  conven¬ 
tion,  according  to  our  constitution  and 
our  history,  has  organized  around 
missions,  that  when  someone  sets  out 
to  form  a  new  mission  board,  I  think 
they’re  dealing  with  the  very  heart  of 
who  we  are  as  Southern  Baptists,  and 
I  think  it  is  a  development  we  should 
be  very  concerned  about. 

“I  think  it  comes  down  to  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  whether  we  are  committed  to 
cooperative  efforts  inclusive  of  the 
wide  range  of  Southern  Baptist  in¬ 
terests,  or  whether  we  want  to  trim 
back  from  that  stream  of  Southern 
Baptist  life  and  focus  on  restrictive 
viewpoints.” 

1  News  of  the  formation  of  the 
1  Genesis  Commission  also  drew 
response  from  Carolyn  Weatherford, 
t  national  executive  director  of  the 
t  Southern  Baptist  Woman’s  Mis- 
i  sionary  Union. 

1  “The  foundational  commitment  of 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  is  to 

-  undergird  Southern  Baptist  home  and 
5  foreign  mission  endeavors,”  Weather- 

2  ford  said.  “Our  whole  organization  of 
>  1.2  million  women  and  girls  is 
.  dedicated  to  supporting  mission 
1  causes  that  Southern  Baptists  under- 
r  take  cooperatively. 

s  “We  always  are  pleased  to  see  other 


denominations  and  other  organiza¬ 
tions  who  are  eager  to  win  the  world 
for  Christ,”  she  added. 

“However,  we  will  remain  unwaver¬ 
ingly  committed  to  supporting  only 
those  missions  enterprises  that  have 
been  undertaken  in  the  cooperative 
manner  for  which  Southern  Baptists 
are  so  well  respected.” 

-  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Presi¬ 
dent  Adrian  Rogers  said  he  had  not 
been  aware  of  the  Genesis  Commis¬ 
sion  until  news  reports  of  the 
organization  began  to  circulate  just 
before  Christmas.  Rogers,  pastor  of 
Bellevue  Baptist  Church  in  Memphis, 
said  he  had  never  spoken  to  Darnell, 
formerly  a  fellow  pastor  in  Memphis, 
about  the  commission. 

“I’m  in  favor  of  anybody  trying  to 
impact  the  world  for  Jesus  Christ,” 
Rogers  said,  noting  that  “must  be  the 
motive  of  Bill  Darnell”  and  his 
colleagues. 

“At  the  same  time,  I  am  grateful  for 
Southern  Baptists’  cooperative  effort” 
at  conducting  mission  work  across  the 
United  States  and  around  the  world, 
he  said.  He  called  the  Cooperative 
Program  a  “remarkable  plan  for 
spreading  the  gospel  of  Christ.” 

The  Genesis  Commission  is  "not 
part  of  a  concerted  conservative  effort 
in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
that  I  know  of,”  Rogers  told  Baptist 
Press.  "I  would  not  want  this  to  be 
perceived  as  an  anti-denominational 
effort.” 

He  added :  “We  always  have  had  an¬ 
cillary  (missions)  efforts  within  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  We  have 
a  history  of  this.”  He  pointed  to 
previous  lay  missions  efforts  by 
former  SBC  President  Owen  Cooper 
and  former  foreign  missionary  “Dub” 
Jackson. 

On  a  positive  note,  Rogers  said  he 
sees  more  cohesion  by  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  conservatives  around  convention 
dauses,  “because  of  our  cohesion 
i  theologically.”  He  predicted  Southern 
Baptists  may  be  moving  into  their 
greatest  age  of  missions  endeavors. 

Marv  Knox  is  BP  feature  editor. 


Creation  science  debated 
in  U.S.-  Supreme  Court 


By  Stan 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  A  simmer¬ 
ing  national  debate  over  the  validity 
of  teaching  “creation  science”  in 
public  school  classrooms  came  to  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  Dec.  10.  Justices 
must  decide  whether  the  hotly 
disputed  discipline  amounts  to  true 
science  or  religion. 

The  high  court  heard  oral 
arguments  in  a  case  challenging  the 
constitutionality  of  a  Louisiana  law 
requiring  “balanced  treatment”  in  the 
teaching  of  creationism  and  evolution 
as  theories  for  the  origins  of  the 
universe.  The  justices  could  send  the 
dispute  back  to  lower  courts  before 
deciding  the  basic  questions  at  a  later 
time. 

That  option  was  urged  upon  the 
justices  by  a  special  assistant  at¬ 
torney  general  for  Louisiana,  Wendell 
R.  Bird  of  Atlanta,  who  argued  a 
federal  court  of  appeals  erred  by  not 
accepting  as  true  what  he  called  “un¬ 
controverted  evidence”  presented  by 
expert  witnesses  that  creation  science 
is  indeed  scientifically  valid.  Bird  said 
the  case  should  be  sent  back  to  the  5th 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  New 
Orleans  with  instructions  to  weigh 
that  evidence  in  making  a  new  ruling. 

The  lower  panel  held  last  year  that 
Louisiana’s  law,  “The  Balanced  Treat¬ 
ment  for  Creation-Science  and 
Evolution-Science  Act,”  violates  the 
First  Amendment’s  ban  on  an 
establishment  of  religion.  The  vote  in 
that  decision  was  8-7. 

Asked  by  Justice  Sandra  Day 
O’Connor  if  the  Constitution  permits 
the  teaching  of  a  purely  religious  con¬ 
cept  to  balance  what  is  perceived  to 
be  an  anti-religious  view.  Bird  refus¬ 
ed  to  concede  creation  science  is  a 


Hatley 

religious  concept,  a  key  argument 
throughout  his  half-hour  presentation. 

When  asked  by  new  Justice  Antonin 
Scalia  if  creation  science  requires  the 
teaching  of  a  personal  God,  Bird 
replied  with  an  emphatic  “no.”  Crea¬ 
tion  science,  he  elaborated,  requires 
neither  belief  in  a  creator-God  nor  the 
account  of  creation  in  the  book  of 
Genesis. 

But  in  a  lengthy  exchange  with 
Justice  John  Paul  Stevens,  Bird  reluc¬ 
tantly  acknowledged  the  categories  of 
creationism  and  evolution  are  mutual¬ 
ly  exclusive,  thus  requiring  a  basic 
choice  between  them. 

Arguing  the  high  court  should 
uphold  the  lower  court  rulings, 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  at¬ 
torney  Jay  Topkis  of  New  York  City 
admonished  the  justices  to  heed  the 
late  Justice  Felix  Frankfurter’s  view 
that  when  legislative  purpose  is  ques¬ 
tioned,  the  “plain  language”  of  the 
disputed  law  be  taken  at  face  value. 

In  an  unusually  animated  presenta¬ 
tion  —  at  One  point  likening  opposing 
attorney  Bird  to  Tweedledum,  a  less 
than  brilliant  character  in  “Alice  in 
Wonderland”  —  Topkis  heaped 
ridicule  on  the  notion  that  the  Loui¬ 
siana  legislature’s  purpose  was 
anything  but  religious.  Reading 
definitions  of  “creation”  from  dif¬ 
ferent  editions  of  Webster’s  New  Inter¬ 
national  Dictionary,  he  deflected 
questions  from  several  justices  with 
short,  tart  replies. 

A  decision  in  the  case  is  expected  by 
early  July  1987. 

Stan  Hastey  writes  for  the  Baptist 
Press  Washington  bureau. 


Events  for  singles  set 
across  Mississippi 


A  number  of  events  relating  to 
single  adults  in  the  church  are  set  for 
the  next  several  months  across 
Mississippi.  These  include  sessions  on 
Parenting  by  Grace  for  single  parents, 
a  spring  singles’  retreat,  single  adult 
leadership  conferences,  and  a  divorce 
recovery  seminar. 

Dianne  Warren  Swaim  will  lead  a 
“Parenting  by  Grace”  seminar  for 
single  parents  at  Alta  Woods  Church, 
Jackson,  Jan.  30-31. 

Parenting  by  Grace  is  a  seminar  for 
applying  biblical  principles  to  child 
rearing.  This  seminar  will  focus  on 
the  special  applications  for  one- 
parent  homes.  Dianne  Swaim  is  a 
former  minister  to  singles  at  Main 
Street  Church,  Hattiesburg. 

Program  registration  fee  is  $10 
which  includes  a  Saturday  meal  and 
workbook  for  the  three  sessions.  Child 


care  is  available  at  the  church  for  a 
fee  if  requested  by  Jan.  20.  Tb  register 
or  obtain  details  on  child  care,  contact 
J.  Clark  Hensley,  single  adult  consul¬ 
tant,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  Box  530,  Jackson,  Miss.  39205, 
phone  968-3800. 

The  annual  spring  Gulfshore 
Singles  Retreat,  May  15-17,  will 
feature  Dan  Crawford  of 
Southwestern  Seminary.  The  con¬ 
ference  will  offer  sessions  of  concern 
to  single  adults  —  never  married, 
widowed,  or  divorced. 

There  will  be  nine  area  one-day 
Single  Adult  Leadership  Conferences, 
places  and  dates  to  be  announced 
later. 

And  First  Church,  Jackson,  will  of¬ 
fer  a  Divorce  Recovery  and  Christian 
Growth  Seminar,  Mar  13-14.  There  is 
no  registration  fee 
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Professor  to 
lecture  on 
Bible,  worship 

John  T.  Durham,  professor  of 
Hebrew  and  Old  Testament  at 
Southeastern  Seminary  in  Wake 

. .  ■—■■■'  Forest,  N.C.,  will 

be  the  guest  lec¬ 
turer  in  a  three- 
day  seminar  at 
Northside  Church, 
Clinton,  Jan.  16-18. 
On  Friday  and 
Saturday  evenings 
the  lectures  begin 
at  6:30  p.m.  In  ad- 
Durham  dition,  Durham 
will  preach  in  both  the  8  and  10:30 
a  m.  worship  services  on  Sunday. 

He  serves  on  the  Governor’s  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Art  and  Religion  in  his 
home  state  of  North  Carolina,  and  has 
written  a  book  on  Rembrandt. 

For  more  information  call  the 
church  office  at  924-4555  or  the  pastor, 
John  L  Stanley  at  924-1579. 


EQUITABLE’S  ULTIMATE 
100% 

MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 

Companion  700  High  Option  Plan 
Helps  pay  for  what  Medicare  doesn’t  pay  —  Benefits  for: 

•  Hospital,  nurses  and  first  three  pints  of  blood. 

•  All  Medicare,  Part  A,  deductibles  for  hospitalization 

•  100%  of  eligible  hospital  charges  beyond  Medicare, 
Part  A,  for  an  additional  365  days 

•  Physicians  and  Surgeons  expense  benefit,  payable  in 
or  out  of  hospital 

*•  Skill  Nursing  Home  or  Extended  Care  Facility 

•  Prescription  Drugs  &  Medicines  at  Home  ( Endor*ein«it-7S> 

For  Full  Information  Phone  924-4442 

Or  FUl  out  Coupon  and  Mail  to: 

|  Equitable  Life  and  Casualty  Ins.  Co. 
\  Hutton  Insurance  Agency 

P.  O.  Box  20257,  Jackson,  MS  39209 


Name. 

Street 

City _ 

Phone, 


State. 


Underwritten  by  Equitable  Lite  and  Casualty  Ina.  Co. 
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Letters  to  the  editor 


Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  limited  to  300  words  and  the  editor  reserves 
the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer.  Editorial  prerogatives  must  be  reserved 
under  ail  circumstances,  and  the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  do  not 
necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  staff  of  the  Baptist  Record.  Only  signed 
letters  will  be  used,  but  the  writer  may  request  that  his  name  be  withheld. 


Sunflower  building 

Editor: 

Back  in  July,  there  was  a  letter  in 
the  Record  appealing  for  help  for  a 
black  church  that  had  burned  to  the 
ground  in  Sunflower,  Miss.  Many  peo¬ 
ple,  several  organizations,  and 
businesses  responded  generously. 
Gifts  came  from  as  far  away  as  An¬ 
chorage,  Alaska.  Among  those  con¬ 
tributing  from  our  state  were  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
Brotherhoods  of  the  Warren  County 
Baptist  Association,  Highland  Baptist 
Church,  Mid-South  Lumber  Company 
of  Vicksburg,  Shaw  Lumber  Company 
of  Shaw,  and  many  individuals. 

Our  Brotherhood  became  interested 
in  the  plight  of  those  folks.  Under  the 
leadership  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  with 
the  support  and  participation  of  our 
pastor,  Bill  Patten,  we  put  that  in¬ 
terest  into  action. 

On  Friday,  Oct.  31,  and  Saturday 
Nov.  1,  our  Brotherhood  group,  five  on 
Friday  and  13  on  Saturday,  went  to 
Sunflower,  with  our  working  clothes 
on.  We  raised  a  30  x  50  ft.  building 
from  a  concrete  slab,  blacked  it  in,  in¬ 
stalled  the  windows,  and  locked  the 
doors  when  we  left  late  Saturday 
afternoon.  We  had  a  great  time  of 
fellowship  and  feel  that  we  were  the 
ones  that  received  a  blessing. 

Much  remains  to  be  done.  We  have 
the  labor  available  to  do  the  work,  but 
funds  are  needed  to  purchase  the  ex¬ 
terior  siding  and  sheetrock  and  in¬ 
sulation  to  finish  the  inside  of  the 
church.  We  feel  that  somewhere  a 
fellowship  has  used  pews  or  theater- 
type  seats  they  no  longer  need. 

Planters  Bank  and  Trust  Company 
of  Sunflower,  Miss.,  38778,  is  handling 
contributions.  More  information  may 
be  had  by  contacting  Mayor  Joel 
Parker,  Sunflower,  Miss.,  (Phone  No. 
569-3124). 

The  pastor  of  this  church.  New  Zion 
Rock,  asked  that  we  express  his  ap¬ 
preciation  and  that  of  his  congrega¬ 
tion  to  all  that  have  helped.  He  also 
said,  “I  am  63  years  old,  and  never  in 
all  my  life  have  I  seen  anything  like 
this.” 

Jackie  Bourn  . 

Highland  Baptist  Brotherhood 

Vicksburg 

Dedicated  offering 

Editor: 

Prior  to  the  Week  of  Prayer  for 
Foreign  Missions,  the  wife  and 
daughter  of  missionary  George  Senter 
of  Liberia  were  murdered.  Since 
George  had  relatives  in  our  church, 
we  were  led  to  dedicate  our  offering 
this  year  in  memory  of  Libby  and 
Rachel  Senter.  A  goal  of  $4,000  was 
set;  the  highest  in  the  history  of  our 
church,  and  the  challenge  to  raise  it 
in  one  day  was  accepted  by  our  con¬ 
gregation.  I  wanted  to  report  that  we 
had  success,  and  by  the  end  of 
December  we  had  given  $4,617.50.  We 
praise  God  for  His  goodness!  I  would 
ask  fellow  Mississippians  to  continue 
to  uphold  the  Senter  family  in  prayer. 
Ed  J.  Deuschle,  pastor 
Trinity  Church 
Fulton 


What  next? 

Editor: 

I  have  not  ever  written  a  letter  like 
this  before,  but  I  feel  that  I  must  say 
something  and  take  a  stand. 

Regarding  the  cross  that  such  a 
small  minority  had  taken  away  from 
us  on  the  Sillers  Building  in  Jackson: 

Shame  on  us  as  Christians  for  let¬ 
ting  this  happen.  I  have  always  read, 
thought,  and  believed  that  this 
wonderful  country  of  ours  was  found¬ 
ed  on  religious  freedom  for  all.  Now 
it  seems  this  is  not  true.  Isn’t  Chris¬ 
tianity  a  religion  also?  Aren’t  our 
beliefs  and  freedoms  being  abused? 
Don’t  we  as  Christians  have  the  same 
rights,  as  other  beliefs  do?  I  under¬ 
stand  that  the  cross  was  on  a  state 
Building;  but  if  this  trend  continues, 
we  won’t  be  seeing  Santa  Claus, 
Christmas  trees,  even  Peter  Rabbit 
and  Easter  eggs  for  very  long. 

Today,  a  state  building,  tomorrow 
the  Christmas  displays  in  store  win¬ 
dows,  Christmas  Carols  not  being 
heard  on  the  radio  or  TV.  The  day 
after  that,  it  could  be  our  own  homes 
that  are  invaded  and  the  joy  and  pro¬ 
mise  that  Christmas  brings  cut  off 
there  too.  It  has  to  stop  somewhere! 

I  believe  it  is  time  for  Christians  to 
stand  up  and  be  counted!  If  we  do 
then  eight  or  nine  people  will  not  be 
able  to  dominate  a  whole  city.  Just 
think:  a  city  now,  then  a  state,  then 
a  whole  country.  This  must  not  be 
allowed  to  happen! 

Lets  make  our  voices  heard, 
Christians! 

The  cross  to  me  is  a  sign  of  HOPE, 
PEACE,  JOY,  and  GOOD  WILL  to  all 
peoples,  not  just  Christians. 

If  we,  as  Christians,  let  this  happen 
without,  at  least,  voicing  an  opinion, 
I  shudder  to  think  what  may  be  ahead 
for  us  all. 

Peggy  Nelms 
Saucier 

Children’s  homes 

Editor: 

I  was  shocked  to  learn  in  your  Dec. 
4  editorial  that  our  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Children’s  Village  has  voluntari¬ 
ly  licensed  itself  with  the  state  even 
though  it  is  not  required  to  do  so.  I  con¬ 
sider  this  a  betrayal  of  our  Baptists 
forefathers,  Bunyan,  Williams, 
Leland,  Backus,  and  countless  other 
who  suffered  rather  than  submit  to 
control  by  the  state. 

There  are  plenty  of  laws  on  the 
books  to  punish  child  abusers  now  and 
including  all  Fire,  safety,  sanitary,  and 
health  codes  which  apply  to  private 
homes  as  well  as  Christian  children’s 
homes.  In  fact,  the  laws  on  the  books 
did  not  prevent  the  death  of  a  child  in 
north  Mississippi  after  signs  of  abuse 
were  noted  at  school  and  reported. 
What  caused  her  death  were  not  a 
lack  of  laws  but  the  report  not  being 
followed  up  on  by  the  Welfare  Depart¬ 
ment.  You  would  think  the  state  and 
the  Welfare  Department  has  enough 
that  they  should  legimately  do  rather 
than  take  on  the  additional  chore  of 
policing  church  ministries.  After  all, 
the  licensing  of  a  day  care  center  by 
California  did  not  prevent  the  sexual 
abuse  of  numerous  children  there. 


Licensing  Christians  homes  for 
children  will  only  substitute  the  moral 
and  religious  values  of  the  social 
worker  in  charge  for  those  of  the 
church.  Many  social  workers  are 
single  and  know  as  much  about  rais¬ 
ing  children  as  Dr.  Spock.  Even  worse, 
when  the  ACLU  gets  in  on  the  act,  as 
they  surely  will  when  the  state  takes 
full  control  of  our  church  homes  for 
children,  they  will  be  running  these 
homes. 

If  there  is  one  incident  of  abuse  as 
normally  understood  in  the  Bible  Belt 
at  Bethesda,  I  wish  you  would  tell  us. 
I  certainly  paddle  my  children,  lock 
them  in  at  night,  and  try  to  instill  a 
knowledge  of  Christian  values  and 
their  need  for  personal  salvation. 

Mrs.  Marilylnn  Porter 

Ellisville 

Your  letter  was  a  bit  too  long  to  use 
all  of  it,  so  1  will  mention  a  part  of 
what  had  to  be  deleted.  Perhaps  the 
editorial  was  not  well  phrased  to  sug¬ 
gest  that  the  people  of  the  state  are 
able  to  care  for  minor  children 
through  state  officials.  That  surely 
was  not  meant  to  imply  that  I  would 
be  for  state  officials  running 
children’s  homes.  It  means  that  the 
people  would  provide  for  the  welfare 
of  the  children  by  deciding  how  it 
should  be  done  and  then  officials 
would  be  sure  that  minimum  stand¬ 
ards  were  adhered  to.  The  clinker  in 
the  whole  thing  as  it  now  stands  is  that 
while  no  doubt  church  groups  are  well 
able  and  willing  to  care  for  such 
children,  we  all  know  that  any  group 
of  people  could  establish  a  children’s 
home  for  whatever  purpose  they 
desired,  and  at  this  time  they  would 
be  responsible  to  no  one  except  for  the 
circumstances  you  mention  above.  If 
we  don’t  need  laws  to  protect  us  from 
ourselves  or  from  someone  else,  then 
we  need  no  laws  at  all. 

And  I  am  sure  that  Paul  Nunnery 
would  be  glad  to  explain  to  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptists  any  time  why  he  feels  that 
Mississippi  Baptist  Children’s  Home 
should  be  licensed,  though  licensing 
makes  no  difference  in  its  procedures. 
—  Editor 

Alcohol  a  disease? 

Editor: 

This  is  a  reply  to  a  letter  dated  Dec. 
18,  1986,  in  the  Baptist  Record  from 
some  one  who  was  writing  about 
alcoholism  being  a  disease.  The  per¬ 
son  withheld  the  name  but  was  reply¬ 
ing  to  what  Mrs.  Myrtle  M.  Carroll 
said  about  alcoholism  not  being  a 
disease  and  that  the  alcoholic  must 
depend  on  the  Lord.  “Withheld  by  re¬ 
quest”  wondered  how  educated  Mrs. 
Carroll  was  in  the  field  of  medicine. 
Well,  let  me  answer  this  for  her. 

My  name  is  Kennie  Patterson.  I 
have  spent  my  whole  life  from  the  age 
of  about  15  till  I  got  saved  at  the  age 
of  24  addicted  to  drugs  I  have  been  to 
the  very  best  treatment  centers  in  this 
state,  the  best  doctors,  and  so  far  have 
spent  over  nine  years  of  my  life  lock¬ 
ed  in  prison  because  of  drugs.  I  want 
you  to  know  that  nothing  could  help 
me  but  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  I  have 
worked  here  at  the  prison  at  the  treat¬ 
ment  center.  The  Bible  says  that  there 
is  one  God  and  one  way  to  God  and 
that  is  only  through  the  name  ot 
Jesus. 

If  you  would  read  your  Bible  you 
(Continue  on  page  6) 
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‘Rolling  billboard’  promotes  ACTS 


Bob  Nance,  local  ACTS  Board  chairman  in  Cleveland,  believes  in  promoting  ACTS 
(American  Christian  Television  System).  Nance  (right)  is  showing  Farrell  Blanken¬ 
ship,  state  ACTS  director,  his  new  specialized  license  tag  that  will  be  a  rolling  billboard 
to  help  promote  ACTS  in  his  community  and  throughout  the  state.  Nance  is  an  active 
member  of  First  Church,  Cleveland,  where  he  helps  direct,  along  with  Rusty  Holcomb, 
minister  of  youth/media,  their  local  television  programming  as  well  as  directing  a  krai 
ACTS  program.  He  also  serves  as  an  approved  worker  with  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board’s  Department  of  Broadcast  Services,  which  is  directed  by 
Blankenship. 


Time  set  aside  to  teach 
those  with  not  enough  time 


A  one-day  seminar  is  set  for  those 
in  church  work  who  have  “not  enough 
time.”  It  will  take  place  Jan.  22  at 
Woodland  Hills  Church  in  Jackson,  9 
a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

The  seminar  is  designed  especial¬ 
ly  for  church  business  administrators, 
and  ministers  of  education,  youth,  and 
music.  Additionally,  there  will  be  a 
special  interest  session  for  persons  in 
the  church  responsible  for  food  ser¬ 
vice,  banquets,  receptions,  and 
weddings. 

Parenting 
by  Grace 
has  leaders 

Ninety-five  leaders  from  54  chur¬ 
ches  and  30  associations  gathered  in 
Jackson  Dec.  11-12  for  an  intensive 
look  at  the  Southern  Baptist  Paren¬ 
ting  by  Grace  program  and  commit¬ 
ted  themselves  to  teaching  in  their 
own  churches,  neighboring  churches, 
and  associations.  An  additional  509 
persons  attending  Fall  Interpretation 
Workshops  from  109  churches. 

Plans  are  being  made  now  for 
Parenting  by  Grace  courses  in  at  least 
the  following  associations,  (with  30  of 
the  associations  listed  sponsoring 
associational  seminars)  Adams, 
Alcorn,  Calhoun,  Chickasaw,  Clarke, 
Clay,  Copiah,  Gulfcoast,  Hinds- 
Madison,  Holmes,  Humphreys,  It- 
tawamba.  Jones,  Lauderdale, 
Lawrence,  Leake,  Lebanon,  Leflore, 
Lincoln,  Lowndes,  Marion,  Marshall, 
Mississippi,  Monroe,  North  Delta. 
Panola,  Pearl  River,  Pike,  Rankin, 
Simpson,  Sunflower,  Thllahatchie, 
Walthall,  Warren,  and  Winston. 


Tim  Holcomb,  church  administra¬ 
tion  consultant  at  the  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board,  will  be  seminar  leader 
speaking  on  time  management  skill 
development. 

Other  leaders  include  Bob  McKee, 
minister  of  church  services  at  Broad¬ 
moor  Church,  Jackson,  and  Rachel 
Majors,  former  church  hostess  at 
First  Church,  Jackson. 

For  more  information  and  to 
register  for  the  meeting  for  which 
there  is  no  charge,  contact  Julius 
Thompson,  Department  of  Church 
Administration-Pastoral  Ministries, 
Box  530.  Jackson,  Miss.  39205,  phone 
968-3800. 


MEDIA 

TO  ENHANCE 

LIBRARIES... 

WITNESSING 

TOUCHING 

The  1987 

LIVES 

Church  Media 
Library 

Emphasis 

Week  Kit  provides  exciting  new 
ways  to  enhance  your  witnessing 

For  details  write: 

Church  Media 

Library  Department,  127  Ninth 

Avenue,  North,  Nashville,  TN  37234 

Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
steeples,  chairs. 

Van  Bin  hie  ““J* 
Cljurclj 
Jurmabinga  & 

Ppui  UpljalBte ry- 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-0827 
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CRAPBOQK 


The  year  of  our  Lord  1987 

Didn’t  you  know  I’d  tell  about  the  rose, 
the  winter  rose? 

It  pleased  God  to  let  it  bloom  out  of  season 
without  reason. 

Certainly  I  had  little  to  do  with  it. 

The  rose  hung  there  lit 
a  bright  orange  color,  waving  in  the  wind. 

It  did  not  bend 

in  many  heavy  rains  from  November 
all  through  December. 

The  pretty  petals  did  not  shatter  into  space 
until  another  stem  took  its  place, 
the  same  old  bush,  another  rose, 
there  it  grows. 

I  see  a  beautiful  baby,  and  a  new  year. 

Time  is  dear 

to  tell  the  world  our  Saviour  is  near. 

—Violet  Tackett,  McComb 


Don’t  race 

Don’t  race  through  life  at  high  speed, 
There  are  many  things  for  you  to  see. 
Green  forests  and  rushing  glens 
Quiet  talks  with  all  your  friends. 

Don’t  miss  the  counsel  of  the  aged. 

The  beauty  of  dawn  at  break  of  day. 

Don’t  miss  the  smile  of  a  child, 

With  joy  and  love  in  his  eyes. 

Most  of  all  —  don’t  miss  God  — 

Travel  slow  whoever  you  are. 

The  person  who  races  through  life 
Pays  in  what  he  misses,  a  precious  price. 

— Iva  Belle  Pittman 
Pascagoula 


Jehovah,  our  God 
Is  faithful  and  true 
Renews  our  strength  daily 
Makes  everything  new. 

He  never  deceives  us 
By  telling  us  lies 
He’s  infinite  goodness 
Compassionate,  wise. 


Jehovah,  our  God 

He  never  casts  down 
But  always  lifts  up 
He  fills  up  our  basket 
Runs  over  our  cup. 

He  gives  us  good  gifts 
Beginning  with  life 
He  gives  us  our  children 
Our  husband,  our  wife. 


He  loves  us  completely 
He  gives  us  our  bread 
Puts  clothes  on  our  body 
Roofs  over  our  head. 

For  all  his  great  gifts 
Our  payment  is  small 
Tho’  we  e’er  love  tarn  dearly 
And  give  him  our  all. 

— Hellen  Vaughn, 
Ratliff 


Bivocational  pastor  leaders  meet 

The  National  Council  for  Bivocational  Ministries  met  recently  in  Jackson  for  their 
annual  meeting.  The  40  participants  dealt  with  strengthening  churches  and  starting 
new  work  with  a  multi-staff  of  bivocational  ministers;  helping  bivocational  staff  per¬ 
sons  grow;  and  networking  with  other  denominations,  state  conventions  and  SBC 
agencies. 

Pictured  from  left  to  right.  Dave  Bennett,  bivocational  pastor,  Durango,  Colo.;  Wayne 
Stiles,  president  of  fctional  Council  for  Bivocational  Ministries,  Mount  Vernon,  Wash.; 
Dale  Holloway,  national  consultant  for  bivocational  ministries,  Florence;  Quentin 
Lockwood,  director  of  Rural/Urban  Section  of  Home  Mission  Board,  and  Louie  Odom, 
layman,  Brandon.  Odom  and  Bennett  are  members  of  the  Home  Mission  Board. 


Christians  accounted  for  69  percent 
of  the  world’s  urban  population  in 
1900;  today  they  total  only  46  percent, 
reports  missions  researcher  David 
Barrett.  By  2050,  he  estimates  they 
will  represent  just  38  percent. 

If  you  always  live  with  those  who 
are  lame,  you  will  yourself  learn  to 
limp  —  Latin  Proverb 


Court  won’t  reconsider  Vatican  ambassador 


By  Stan  Hastey 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Opponents 
of  renewed  diplomatic  relations  bet¬ 
ween  the  United  States  and  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  lost  a  last- 
ditch  effort  to  challenge  the  new  ar¬ 
rangement  at  the  Supreme  Court  Dec. 
9. 

Responding  as  it  normally  does  to 
petitions  for  reconsideration  of  cases 
already  rejected,  the  court  issued  a 
one-line  order  declining  such  a  peti¬ 
tion  from  the  American  Baptist  Chur¬ 
ches,  U.S.A.,  and  other  religious 
bodies  and  leaders. 


The  routine  action  ends  an  unsuc¬ 
cessful  three-year  bid  to  have  federal 
courts  invalidate  President  Ronald 
Reagan’s  appointment  of  two  am¬ 
bassadors  to  the  Holy  See  and  the  lat¬ 
ter’s  sending  of  Archbishop  Pio  Laghi 
as  papal  pro-nuncio  to  the  U.S. 

Following  Reagan’s  January  1984 
appointment  of  William  A.  Wilson  as 
ambassador  to  the  Holy  See,  20 
religious  groups  and  more  than  80  in¬ 
dividuals  filed  suit  against  the  presi  ¬ 
ded  in  the  U.S.  District  Court  for 
Eastern  Pennsylvania.  That  panel 
ruled  in  May  1985  that  plaintiffs  had 


no  legal  standing  tp  bring  the  suit  and 
that  even  if  standing  had  been 
granted  the  challenge  would  have 
been  disallowed  because  the  presi¬ 
dent  alone  is  given  the  authority 
under  the  Constitution  to  conduct 
foreign  policy. 

Despite  the  high  court’s  refusal  to 
reconsider  its  Oct.  20  rejection  of  the 
appeal,  representatives  of  organiza¬ 
tions  that  mounted  the  legal  challenge 
were  quick  to  promise  further  action. 

Robert  L.  Maddox,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  Americans  United  for  Separa¬ 
tion  of  Church  and  State,  issued  a 


statement  pledging  to  press  Congress 
for  the  relief  denied  by  the  courts; 
“We  intend  to  seek  a  legislative 
remedy  in  Congress  and  to  make  sure 
the  public  understands  the  harm  it  is 
suffering  today.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
eventually  the  truth  will  prevail.  My 
only  regret  is  that  such  an  egregious 
violation  was  ever  allowed  to  take 
place. 

This  action  shows  once  again  that 
if  Americans  want  to  keep  their 
rights,  they  have  to  fight  for  them.” 

Stan  Hastey  writes  for  the 
Washington  bureau  of  Baptist  Press. 


Baptismal  results  are  in  for  ’86 


PACE  SETTERS  IN  BAPTISMAL  RATIO 


PACE  SETTERS  IN 

Church 

First,  Jackson 

Colonial  Heights,  Jackson 

Fairview,  Columbus  * 

Van  Winkle,  Jackson 

Parkway,  Houston 

Good  rum,  Vicksburg 

Northcrest,  Meridian 

Broadmoor,  Jackson 

Oakhurst,  Clarksdale 

Parkview,  Greenville 

McDowell  Road,  Jackson 

Colonial  Hills,  Southaven 

Crossgates,  Brandon 

Parkview,  Leland 

First  Baptist  Church  of  D’Iberville 


TOTAL  BAPTISMS 


Church 

Greater  True  Vine,  Jackson 
North  Hills  Mission,  Gulfport 


Pastor 

Amzie  Cotton 
Stan  Cruse 
Miguel  Gonzales 


Members/ 
Baptisms 
62/50 
12/  7 
20/11 


(Baptisms 
per  UK) 
Mem.)  Ratio 

80.4 
58.3 

55.5 


Pastor 

Total 

Thompson  Hill  Mission,  McLain 

Dan  Hembree 

27/14 

51.8 

Frank  Pollard 

137 

Faith  Obedience,  Gulfport 

Frank  B reshears 

19/  9 

47.3 

J.  Gerald  Harris 

106 

Parkview,  Leland 

Tommy  Cherry 

136/61 

44.8 

Mickey  Dalrymple 

95 

Midway,  Cleveland 

Tfcrry  Owens 

30/10 

33.3 

94 

Hamilton,  Falkner 

Clayton  Littlejohn 

70/23 

32.8 

Don  Wileman 

90 

Beulah.  Belzoni 

Bill  McLendon 

43/14 

32.5 

Dwight  Turner 

77 

Mars  Hill,  Moselle 

William  H.  Biwn 

172/51 

29.6 

Malcolm  Lewis 

73 

<  Bayside  Park,  Lakeshore 

Don  Creel 

38/11 

28.9 

Jim  Futral 

72 

Korean  Mission,  Biloxi 

Woong  Ho  Song 

40/10 

25.0 

Tommy  Tutor 

72 

Forest  Hill  Mission,  Booneville 

Keith  Clayton 

65/16 

24.6 

Dan  Robertson 

71 

New  Hope,  Natchez 

B.  L.  Calcote 

33/  8 

24.2 

Gary  Rivers 

67 

Oak  Hill,  Blue  Mountain 

Jerry  Garrison 

53/12 

22.6 

Tommy  Vinson 

65 

State  average  is  2.4  baptisms  per  100  members,  8  Baptisms  per  church, 

Davis  Odom 

65 

or  1  baptism  for  every  42  members. 

Tbmmy  Cherry 

61 

Tata  I  baptisms  reported  in  Mississippi  for  1986  was  15,306.  Tbtal  for  1985 

Wayne  Myers 

57 

was  14,890.  This  is  a  2.8  percent  increase. 

Alcohol  a  disease? 

(Continued  from  page  5) 
would  read  in  Galatians  5:21  that  a 
drunkard  would  not  inherit  the 
Kingdom  of  God.  Why  do  you  think,  if 
it  was  a  disease,  God  would  keep  you 
out  of  Heaven  for  this?  Why  does  it  not 
say  cancer  as  well?  If  it  is  a  disease 
then  it  is  the  only  one  that  is  sold  in 
a  can,  and  the  only  one  without  a 
bacterial  cause,  and  the  only  one  that 
is  self  inflicted. 

The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  doesn’t  need 
some  man-made  help  to  deliver  you 
from  this  sin.  All  that  you  have  to  do 
is  to  give  him  your  life  and  make  him 
Lord.  Jesus  is  Lord  and  the  best  doc¬ 
tor  you’d  ever  need,  even  if  it  were  a 
disease. 

Kenneth  Patterson 
41365  Unit  12 
Parchman,  MS  38738 
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A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
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Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 
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Intensive  care 


The  habitual  use 


Are  there  more  instances  of  duel  ad-  on  the  drug  scene  today.  However,  one 
diction  today?  should  not  lose  sight  of  the  central 

If  you  mean,  are  there  more  people  problem:  chemical  dependency, 
who  are  dependent  upon  different  Often,  where  there  is  duel  addiction, 
kinds  of  drugs  and,  also,  alcohol,  than  there  is  usually  a  need  for  treatment, 
in  the  past,  the  answer  is  “yes.”  Spouses  and  children  of  chemically 
Habitually  using  alcohol  and  other  dependent  persons  may  profit  from 
drugs  at  the  same  time,  many  people  family  treatment  programs, 
become  cross-addicted.  Drugs  used  Understanding  church  members  are 
may  be  prescribed  medications  or  capable  of  extending  tremendous  sup- 
drugs  obtained  from  various  sources,  port  to  persons  beset  with  problems 
The  person  addicted  to  alcohol  only  related  to  chemical  use. 
shows  up  less  frequently  in  treatment 

centers  than  persons  with  multi-drug  Questions  addressed  to  Intensive 
problems.  People  of  different  age  and  Care  are  forwarded  to  Chaplain  Joe 
social  groups  have  their  drugs  of  Stovall  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
preference.  Complex  personal  and  Medical  Center.  Inquiries  should  be 
social  problems  accompany  habitual  addressed  to  Intensive  Care,  Baptist 
drug  usage.  This  is  one  of  the  realities  Record,  Box  530,  Jackson,  Miss.  39205. 


Missouri  laymen  unite 
against  SBC  controversy 


Thursday,  January  15,  1987 
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17,000  inmates  are  born  again 
during  “invasion  of  prisons” 


DALLAS (BP) 


Convicted  killer  Eastham  Prison  gave  me  a  fresh  in-  when  they  get  out,  there's  no  hope,” 
Richard  Andrade,  who  was  executed  sight  into  the  opportunities  to  change  added  Draper,.... who  served  as  a 
in  Huntsville,  Texas,  Dec.  18.  became  the  face  of  our  society  from  behind  counselor  and  preached  during  chapel 
a  Christian  during  the  national  Prison  prison  walls.”  ,  _  services  at  Ellis  I. 

Invasion  Dec.  5-7,  prison  chaplains  McLeod,  director  of  the  Texas  Bap-  Inmates  were  not  the  only  people  af- 
reported.  -  tist  Evangelism  Division,  said  he  was  fected.  In  Georgia,  two  guards  and  a 

Andra.de  was  one  of  more  than  impressed  with  the  giant  step  made  prison  nurse  gave  their  lives  to  Jesus. 
17,000  inmates  in  500  prisons  in  46  earlier  by  Texas  Baptist  Men,  the  Among  the  prison  ministry 
states  who  became  born-again  Chris-  Texas  Baptist  State  Missions  Commis-  volunteers  was  a  former  Southern 
tians  during  the  revival,  said  ex-  sion  and  Tryon  Evergreen  Baptist  Baptist  pastor  from  Gulfport.  Miss., 
inmate  Paul  Kramer  of  Dallas,  na-  Association  in  building  the  hospitali-  Rick  Edwards,  who  was  released 
tional  administrator  for  the  event,  the  ty  house  at  Huntsville  to  minister  to  from  federal  prison  last  April  after 
largest  such  effort  in  history.  inmate’s  families.  serving  more  than  two  years  on  con- 

A  chaplain  who  was  with  Andrade  “Now'  I  am  elated  to  see  the  spiracy  charges, 
when  he  died  said  the  25-year-old  man  response  of  the  inmates  to  the  gospel.  "There  is  no  real  rehabilitation  ex- 
admitted  he  had  done  wrong  but  said  The  road  of  rehabilitation  is  open  for  cept  through  Jesus  Christ, "  said  Ed- 
he  had  asked  God  for  forgiveness  and  the  thousands  who  experienced  new  wards.  “The  only  hope  for  inmates  is 
had  accepted  Christ  as  his  Savior.  life  in  Jesus  this  weekend."  McLeod  lay  people  like  this  reaching  in  from 

“Don’t  feel  sorry  for  me.  I’m  going  said.  the  outside  to  set  the  captives  free.  I 

with  God.  I’m  going  to  paradise,” 

Andrade  said. 

The  National  Prison  Invasion  was 
held  on  the  45th  anniversary  of  the 
Japanese  invasion  of  Pearl  Harbor, 
but  instead  of  guns  and  hate,  about 
8,000  volunteer  counselors  went  into 
the  cells  and  the  cellblocks  armed 
with  the  Bible  and  Christian  love,  said 
Kramer. 

Another  ex-inmate,  Paul  Carlin  of 
Crockett,  Texas,  director  of  Prisoner’s 
Bible  Institute,  coordinated  the 
revival  efforts  of  950  volunteers  in  25 
federal  and  state  prisons  across 
Texas.  Carlin  said  the  Texas 
volunteers,  about  80  percent  of  them 
Southern  Baptists,  were  overwhelm¬ 
ed  by  the  response  of  so  many 
inmates. 

Prison  ministry  was  one  of  Jesus’ 
foremost  commandments,  said 
Carlin. 

“When  Jesus  died  on  a  cross,  he 
died  a  convicted  felon  between  con¬ 
victed  felons,  and  his  last  act  was  to 
save  a  convicted  felon  and  take  him 
to  heaven.” 

First-time  prison  ministry 
volunteers  said  they  could  hardly  wait 
to  go  back  into  the  prisons  again  to 
share  their  faith. 

Scott  Moneyham,  a  student  at 
Southwestern  Seminary  here,  and  one 
of  55  volunteers  from  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Euless,  was  in  Ellis  I  Unit 
near  Huntsville,  talking  to  a  death  row- 
inmate  about  Christ  when  he  noticed 
Andrade  in  the  adjoining  cell  listen¬ 
ing  eagerly. 

“Is  there  time  for  me?”  the  inmate 
asked,  “I  just  have  14  days  to  live.” 

Moneyham  assured  him  there  was 
time,  showed  him  in  the  Bible  how  to 
become  a  Christian,  and  the  con¬ 
demned  man  received  Christ  into  his 
heart. 

Carlos  McLeod,  one  of  25  Texas 
Baptists  who  preached  in  the  prison 
chapel  services,  said,  “My  weekend  at 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

Jan.  18  Sanctity  of  Human  Life  Sunday  (CAC  Emphasis) 

Jan.  22  Church  Business  Administrators  Conference  .  Woodland  Hills  BC, 
Jackson;  9  a.m.-3  p.m.  (CAPM) 

Jan.  23-24  ASSIST  Faculty/Outreach  Bible  Study-Faculty  Clinic;  Colonial 
Hgts.  BC,  Jackson;  5:45  p.m.,  23rd-12:45  p.m..  24th  (SS) 

Jan.  23-24  Young  Ministers’  Wives  Retreat;  Camp  Garaywa;  5:30  p.m.. 
23rd-l:30  p.m.,  24th  (WMUl 
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FOR  SALE:  CHURCH  BUS.  12 
Ford,  mechanically  excellent,  new 
engine,  rebuilt  brakes,  good  tires 
(two  new  tires),  interior  good. 
$1700.00.  Other  offers  considered. 
Call  James  601-624-9461  or 
601-624-6251  after  6:00  p.m. 


U.S.  giving  to  charity 
may  experience  decline 

Rv  riaviH  WilLincnn 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  - 
American  generosity,  measured  in 
terms  of  charitable  giving,  has  in¬ 
creased  steadily  during  the  last  five 
years.  But  as  a  new  year  approaches, 
signs  indicate  the  upward  trend  may 
be  stalling. 

One  major  channel  of  charitable 
giving  —  hunger  relief  for  the  world’s 
starving  —  already  is  facing  the  pain¬ 
ful  dilemma  of  expanding  needs  and 
dwindling  resources  as  Americans 
show  a  new  reluctance  to  reach  for 
their  pocketbooks. 

In  1985  Americans  gave  $79.8  billion 
to  charities,  a  28  percent  increase  over 
the  1980  total  of  $6.3  billion.  Four  out 
of  every  five  of  those  charitable 
dollars  came  from  individuals. 

About  $38  billion  —  or  47  percent  — 
of  the  1985  total  went  to  religious 
organizations.  Other  major  recipients 
were  education  and  health,  $11  billion 
each,  and  social  services,  $9  billion. 

While  many  charitable  organiza¬ 
tions  worry  about  the  future  impact 
of  tax  reform  on  giving,  hunger  relief 


By  David  Wilkinson 
organizations  already  are  feeling  the 
pinch. 

Some  examples: 

—  At  the  end  of  November,  Southern 
Baptist  contributions  to  overseas 
hunger  relief  ministries  through  the 
convention’s  Foreign  Mission  Board 
lagged  31  percent  behind  the  U-month 
total  for  1985. 

—  UNICEF’s  emergency  appeal  for 
Africa  last  year-raised  $102  million. 

This  year’s  appeal  has  raised  only 
$13  million. 

—  Africa  income  for  Lutheran 
World  Relief  has  dropped  25  percent 
since  last  year. 

—  Save  the  Children  has  received 
only  $368,000  for  Africa  this  year,  com¬ 
pared  to  $6.7  million  in  1985. 

—  World  Vision  has  cut  its  African 
relief  budget  from  $42.7  million  in 
fiscal  year  1986  to  $17.2  million.  World 
Vision’s  donor  base  went  from  892,000 
in  1984  to  1.2  million  in  1985  and  then 
fell  to  878,000  this  year. 

Despite  stepped-up  international 
aid.  the  United  Nations  estimates  17 


million  Africans  are  still  dependent  bn 
food  aid. 

Robert  Parham,  director  of  hunger 
concerns  for  the  Southern  Baptist 
Christian  Life  Commission,  said 
reasons  for  the  sharp  drop  in  hunger 
gifts  are  numerous:  economic  hard¬ 
ships  in  some  areas  of  the  United 
States,  a  decline  in  news  media 
coverage  of  ongoing  hunger  needs  and 
reports  of  the  return  of  rain  to  parts 
of  Africa  which  “have  caused  many 
people  to  assume  mistakenly  that 
Africa  is  now  well  down  the  road  to 
recovery.” 

“Also,”  he  said,  “the  quick-fix  men¬ 
tality  of  many  Americans  has  led  peo¬ 
ple  to  misunderstand  the  long-term 
nature  of  hunger  relief  and  develop¬ 
ment  work.  Many  people  do  not 
understand  that  reducing  hunger  in 
Africa  and  elsewhere  around  the 
world  is  going  to  take  years  of  hard 
work.” 

David  Wilkinson  writes  for  the 
Christian  Life  Commission. 


Joint  Committee  wants  court 
to  let  churches  decide  workers 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Siding  with 
the  Mormon  Church  and  the  Reagan 
administration  in  a  key  church-state 
test,  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Affairs  has  asked  the  Supreme 
Court  to  uphold  a  congressional  ex¬ 
emption  in  the  Civil  Rights  Act  that 
allows  churches  to  decide  for 
themselves  whom  to  employ  in  any 
position. 

The  high  court  agreed  last 
November  to  review  a  U.S.  district 
court  decision  that  sided  with  seven 
employees  of  Mormon  Church-owned 
businesses  fired  after  they  failed  to 
meet  requirements  that  would  have 
qualified  them  for  the  privileged 
church  status  of  “temple  recom¬ 
mends."  The  term  refers  to  a  relation¬ 
ship  within  the  Mormon  Church  that 
qualifies  members  to  participate  in 


By  Stan  Hastey 

secret  rites  conducted  only  in  Mor¬ 
mon  temples. 

The  lower  court  decision  held  un¬ 
constitutional  a  provision  of  the  Civil 
Rights  Act  of  1972  exempting  churches 
from  a  ban  on  religious  discrimina¬ 
tion  in  employment. 

Under  the  original  1964  law, 
religious  employers  could  restrict 
employment  to  “individuals  of  a  par¬ 
ticular  religion  to  perform  work  con¬ 
nected  with  .  „ .  (their)  religious  ac¬ 
tivities.”  But  in  1972,  when  it  rewrote 
and  extended  the  law,  Congress 
deleted  the  single  word  “religious” 
from  the  exemption  in  an  effort  to  pre¬ 
vent  governmental  entanglement  with 
churches  in  deciding  which  of  their 
activities  were  “religious.” 

In  a  brief  filed  Jan.  5,  the  Baptist 
Joint  Committee  urged  the  Supreme 


McCartney  goes  to  RTVC 
as  chief  operating  officer 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  — 
Richard  T.  McCartney,  editor  of  the 
Oklahoma  Baptist  Messenger  since 
1979,  has  been  named  executive  vice- 
president  and  chief  operating  officer 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Radio  and 
Television  Commission  and  the  ACTS 
network,  effective  Jan.  15. 

McCartney  will  be  responsible  for 
the  daily  operation  of  the  RTVC, 
replacing  Luke  Williams,  who  retired. 
McCartney  also  will  assume  the  add¬ 
ed  responsibilities  of  being  chief 
operating  officer,  which  have  been 
carried  out  on  an  interim  basis  by  Jim 
Edwards,  senior  vice  president  for 
financial  services. 

The  RTVC  and  ACTS  network  have 
been  working  to  stabilize  the  financial 


situation  after  heavy  expenses  and 
debt  were  required  to  launch  the 
network. 

After  12  years  in  radio  and  televi¬ 
sion  announcing,  news,  sales  and 
management,  McCartney  became 
director  of  public  relations  for 
Oklahoma  Baptists  in  1958.  In  1962  he 
assumed  a  similar  position  for  Texas 
Baptists.  From  1968-76  McCartney 
was  president  of  Arthur  Davenport 
Associates,  a  public  relations  firm  in 
Oklahoma  City,  before  forming  his 
own  public  relations  consulting  firm, 
McCartney  and  Associates. 

In  1977  he  returned  to  the  Ttexas  con¬ 
vention  as  public  relations  director 
before  being  elected  Messenger  editor 
in  December  1979. 


Court  to  side  with  Congress  and  reject 
the  district  court’s  finding.  James  M. 
Dunn,  executive  director  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  public  affairs  agency  said  the 
case  “offers  an  excellent  illustration 
of  the  inextricable  relationship  of 
church-state  separation  and  the  free 
exercise  of  religion. 

The  Justice  Department  joined  the 
Mormon  Church  last  fall  in  asking  the 
high  court  to  review  the  lower 
decision. 

In  his  brief,  Thomas  wrote  that  the 
history  surrounding  the  1972  amend¬ 
ment  “clearly  demonstrates  that  a 
legitimate  secular  purpose  existed  for 
its  adoption,”  namely,  “to  avoid 
governmental  interference  and  en¬ 
tanglement  with  religion.”  He  added 
whereas  the  original  Civil  Rights  Act 
“had  put  the  government  in  the 
untenable  position  of  examining  and 
evaluating  the  beliefs  and  practices  of 
religious  organizations  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  determining  which  of  their  ac¬ 
tivities  were  “religious,”  the  1972 
amendment  amounted  to  an  admis¬ 
sion  of  error, 
objectors. 

Noting  the  fired  Mormon  workers’ 
successful  district  court  challenge  to 
the  1972  amendment  was  based  on  the 
claim  that  none  of  them  performed 
“religious"  duties  for  the  church, 
Thomas  pointed  to  Baptist  doctrine 
that  everything  a  church  does  is 
related  to  Christ’s  great  commission 
to  make  disciples  and  help  them  grow 
in  the  faith.  “Any  attempt  by  the  state 
to  force  Baptist  agencies  to  hire  non- 
Christians  or  even  non-Baptists 
diminishes  our  corporate  witness  and 
hampers  this  evangelistic  task,”  he 
said. 

Stan  Hastey  writes  for  the  Baptist 
Joint  Committee. 


I - Devotional - 1 

By  William  F.  Maxwell 

Your  life  makes  an  impression 

My  favorite  Christmas  movie  is,  “It’s  a  Wonderful  Life,”  starring  Jimmy 
Stewart.  The  movie  is  the  life  story  of  a  man  who  grows  up  in  a  small  town 
with  exotic  dreams  of  travel  and  adventure.  He  starts  out  to  fufill  these  dreams 
several  times,  but  some  crisis  always  prevents  those 
dreams  from  becoming  reality.  The  death  of  his  father 
causes  him  to  assume  the  responsibility  for  the  family’s 
building  and  loan  business. 

In  this  business  the  young  man,  played  by  Stewart,  is  con¬ 
stantly  at  cross  purposes  with  the  town’s  wealthiest  and 
meanest  citizen,  Old  Man  Potter.  Potter  seeks  to  gain  his 
wealth  through  the  misfortunes  of  others  and  by  greed  and 
deception.  Stewart,  on  the  other  hand,  seeks  to  help  those 
around  him.  He  forgives  late  debt  payments,  takes  a  per- 
Maxwell  sonal  interest  in  people’s  lives,  and  seeks  to  make  his  com¬ 
munity  a  better  place  to  live.  •' 

The  climax  of  the  story  comes  when  money  belonging  to  the  Building  and 
Loan  is  lost  just  as  the  bank  examiner  comes  to  review  the  books.  Stewart, 
faced  with  criminal  charges  and  public  disgrace,  seeks  to  end  his  life  by  jump¬ 
ing  in  the  freezing  river  on  Christmas  Eve.  Before  he  can  carry  out  his  suicide 
a  loveable  angel  jumps  in  and  Stewart  characteristically  seeks  to  save  the 
angel’s  life  first.  Unconvinced  that  the  one  he  saves  is  an  angel,  Stewart  relates 
his  discouragement  and  states,  “I  wish  I  had  never  been  born.  Everyone  would 
be  better  off.”  With  a  rush  of  wind  the  angel  takes  Stewart  back  to  the  town, 
or  to  the  town  the  way  it  would  have  been  if  Stewart  had  never  been  born. 
The  town  is  one  of  corruption  and  vice  and  has  even  been  named  Potterville. 
His  wife  is  an  old  spinster,  his  brother  whose  life  he  saved  as  a  young  boy 
is  dfead,  and  his  friends  do  not  know  him. 

In  the  end  Stewart  sees  that  his  life  was  worth  living  and  that  he  had  made 
a  positive  influence  on  the  lives  of  other  people.  He  asks  the  angel  to  let  him 
live  again  and  he  rushes  back  to  his  family.  The  people  he  had  helped  along 
the  way  come  to  his  rescue  and  raise  the  missing  money. 

The  reality  of  this  story  is  that  no  matter  what  we  do  we  have  an  effect  on 
the  lives  of  other  people.  We  can  influence  them  positively  or  negatively.  We 
influence  the  people  with  whom  we  go  to  school,  the  people  withjwhom  we 
work,  the  people  with  whom  we  play,  and  even  the  people  with  whom  we  wor¬ 
ship.  The  way  we  act,  talk,  and  share  with  those  people  has  a  great  influence 
on  their  lives. 

As  Christians,  our  lives  are  examples.  Colossians  3 : 12-17  gives  us  great  in¬ 
struction  on  how  we  should  pattern  our  lives  to  make  the  most  positive  in¬ 
fluence.  Verse  15  says,  “And  let  the  peace  of  Christ  rule  in  your  hearts,  to  which 
indeed  you  were  called  in  the  one  body.”  Our  lifestyles  should  be.  filled  with 
compassion,  holiness,  meekness,  patience,  and  forebearing. 

We  will  never  have  the  opportunity  to  see  what  kind  of  place  this  world  would 
have  been  if  we  had  never  been  born.  Yet,  we  can  see  what  kind  world  this 
will  be  because  we  were  born  and  we  can  see  our  influence  in  the  lives  of  other 
people.  Our  influence  should  be  one  which  reflects  the  love  of  Christ  “and 
whatever  you  do,  in  word  or  deed,  do  everything  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus, 
giving  thanks  to  God  the  Father  through  him.”  (Colossians  3:17).  How  will 
your  life  influence  someone  today? 

William  Maxwell  is  business  office  supervisor,  MBCB. 

Earl  Clark  will  lead 
MasterLife  Workshop 

A  MasterLife/MasterBuilder  Work-  MasterLife  Workshop  scheduled 
shop  to  be  held  at  First  Church,  parallel  to  the  MasterBuilder 
Grenada,  Feb.  9-13,  will  be  co-led  by  Workshop. 

Earl  Clark,  minis-  Registration  forms  are  available 
ter  of  Education  from  the  Church  Training  Depart- 
at  First  Church,  ment,  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS. 
Mendenhall,  and  39205. 
by  Mike  Madewell 

of  Byrdstown,  MasterLife  discipleship  training  is 
Tfenn.  Both  are  ex-  a  sequential,  developmental  group- 
perienced  Master-  discipling  process  that  enables  one  to 
m  Life  Workshop  make  Christ  master  and  to  master  the 

leaders.  Christian  life  through  practicing  the 

Clark  The.  Master-  basic  disciplines.  These  are  abiding  in 

Builder  section  of  the  workshop  will  Christ,  living  in  the  Word,  praying  in 
be  led  by  Larry  Goff,  pastor  of  Enon  faith-  1'ving  in  fellowship  with 
Church  in  Jasper  Association  and  believers,  witnessing  to  the  world,  and 
Jimmy  Hopper  of  Arkansas.  A  prere-  ministering  through  Christ’s  power 
quisite  for  registering  for  a  Master-  under  the  direction  of  mature,  prac- 
Builder  Workshop  is  to  have  par-  being  disciplers.  Workshop  graduates 
ticipated  in  a  MasterLife  Workshop  or  are  eligible  to  purchase  materials  and 
MasterLife  group.  lead  a  group  in  their  church  or 

A  registration  fee  of  $82.50  is  re-  association, 
quired  for  the  MasterLife  section  of  Leo  V.  Barker,  pastor  of  First 
the  workshop.  This  covers  all  leader-  Church  of  Baldwyn,  comments  re- 
ship  materials.  A  registrant’s  spouse  garding  a  MasterLife  Workshop:  “It 
may  attend  for  a  $10  reduction.  The  offers  two  vitally  important  advan- 
registration  fee  forthe  MasterBuilder  tages,  information  and  skills  regar- 
Workshop  is  $50.  This  will  be  refund-  ding  a  most  effective  discipleship  pro- 
ed  if  two  or  more  persons  from  the  cess;  and  the  weeklong  activities  also 
same  church  are  registered  in  the  offer  the  effects  of  a  spiritual  retreat.” 


A  MasterLife/MasterBuilder  Work¬ 
shop  to  be  held  at  Fiftt  Church, 
Grenada,  Feb.  9-13,  will  be  co-led  by 
Earl  Clark,  minis¬ 
ter  of  Education 
at  First  Church, 
Mendenhall,  and 
by  Mike  Madewell 
of  Byrdstown, 
Tenn.  Both  are  ex¬ 
perienced  Master- 
Life  Workshop 
_  leaders. 

Clark  The.  Master- 

Builder  section  of  the  workshop  will 
be  led  by  Larry  Goff,  pastor  of  Enon 
Church  in  Jasper  Association  and 
Jimmy  Hopper  of  Arkansas.  A  prere¬ 
quisite  for  registering  for  a  Master- 
Builder  Workshop  is  to  have  par¬ 
ticipated  in  a  MasterLife  Workshop  or 
MasterLife  group. 

A  registration  fee  of  $82.50  is  re¬ 
quired  for  the  MasterLife  section  of 
the  workshop.  This  covers  all  leader¬ 
ship  materials.  A  registrant’s  spouse 
may  attend  for  a  $10  reduction.  The 
registration  fee  forthe  MasterBuilder 
Workshop  is  $50.  This  will  be  refund¬ 
ed  if  two  or  more  persons  from  the 
same  church  are  registered  in  the 
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Nell  Middleton,  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Winona,  is  available  for 
revivals  and 
church  concerts. 
She  will  sing  at  the 
Mississippi  Evan¬ 
gelism  Conference 
in  February.  Mid- 
|  dleton  may  be  con¬ 
tacted  at  P.  0.  Box 
182,  Winona,  MS 
1 38967  or  phone 
Middleton  283-1116. 

Jeannette  Murphey  of  the  Educa-  • 
tion  and  Psychology  Department  at 
Clarke  College  presented  a  paper  in 
November  at  the  15th  annual  meeting 
of  the  Mid-South  Educational 
Research  Association  (MSERA)  in 
Memphis.  Her  paper  was  entitled  The 
Relationship  Between  Five  Measures 
of  Reading  Comprehension  Used  in 
Determining  Eligibility  for  Specific 
Learning  Disabilities. 

Farley  Earnest,  minister  of  music 
at  First  Church,  Brandon,  will  be 
honored  on  Jan.  18,  his  10th  anniver¬ 
sary  there. 

Special  recogni¬ 
tion  of  Earnest  and 
his  family  will 
begin  at  the  7  p.m. 
worship  service 
and  will  conclude 
with  a  reception. 

Earnest  is  a 
native  of  Green- 
Earnest  ville  and  a 
graduate  of  the  University  of 
Mississippi  and  Southwestern 
Seminary. 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Billie 
Esco  and  they  have  two  children, 
Kevin,  15,  and  Suzanne,  11. 

Earnest,  a  member  of  the 
Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen,  is 
director  of  handbells  for  the  group. 


Pictured  are  members  of  Baptist  Ybung  Women’s  Organization  at  Clarke  Col¬ 
lege.  BYW  is  an  auxiliary  of  Women's  Missionary  Union  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
receives  financial  support  from  WMU.  Members  are  Suzie  Barnes,  Harperville;  Sheila 
Ethridge,  Collinsville;  Karen  Howard,  Louisville;  Bonnie  Johnson,  Taylorsville;  Carla 
McNally,  Philadelphia;  Amanda  Hall,  Foxworth,  and  Susan  Williams,  Waynesboro. 
Mary  Jane  Myers  is  BYW  sponsor. 


Five  students  from  Clarke  College  have  been  selected  as  national  outstanding 
campus  leaders,  and  will  be  included  in  the  1987  edition  of  Who’s  Who  Among 
Students  in  American  Junior  Colleges. 

Students  (pictured)  named  from  Clarke  College,  left  to  right,  are  Patricia  Gail  Ad¬ 
cock,  Raleigh;  Sandra  DeNeal  Summers,  Agricola;  Mrs.  Connie  Parnell,  Chatham, 
Ala.;  Donna  Kay  Gomillion,  Union;  and  Charles  William  Dugan  II,  Walnut  Grove 


Herman  Bryles,  father  of  Mrs. 
Hugh  Provost,  Baptist  representative 
to  Yemen,  died  Nov.  24  in  Pine  Bluff, 
Ark.  She  is  the  former  Brenda  Bryles 
of  Pine  Bluff.  Her  husband  was  born 
in  Jonesboro,  Ark.,  and  grew  up  in 
Mississippi  and  Arkansas.  Appointed 
by  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  in  1981, 
they  may  be  addressed  at  Box  8080, 
Ibb,  Yemen. 

Mike  and  Annette  Racey,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Chile,  report  a  change  of 
address  (Casilla  373,  Chilian,  Chile). 
They  consider  Biloxi,  Miss.,  their 
hometown.  The  former  Annette 
Evans,  she  was  born  in  Mobile.  Ala. 
They  were  appointed  by  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  in  1984. 

Diane  (D.  P.)  Smith,  missionary  to 
the  Ivory  Coast,  has  completed 
language  study  in  France  and  arriv¬ 
ed  on  her  field  of  service  (address: 
Mission  Baptiste,  01  BP  3722,  Abidjan 
01,  Cote  D’Ivoire,  Ivor^  Coast).  A 
native  of  Mississippi,  she  was  born  in 
Collins  and  considers  Jackson  her 
hometown.  She  was  appointed  by  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  in  1985. 

Dale  and  Gail  Tucker,  missionaries 
to  Argentina,  have  completed 
language  study  in  Costa  Rica  and  ar¬ 
rived  on  their  field  of  service  (ad¬ 
dress:  Bolanos  141, 1407  Buenos  Aires, 
Argentina).  He  was  born  in  Jackson, 
Miss.,  and  she,  the  former  Gail  At¬ 
chison,  in  Paris,  Tenn.  Both  consider 
Louisville,  Ky.,  their  hometown.  They 
were  appointed  by  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  in  1985. 


Donnie  and  Dimple  Bond,  mis¬ 
sionary  associates  to  the  Leeward 
Islands  since  1982,  completed  their 
term  of  service  Dec.  6.  He  served  as 
a  general  evangelist,  and  she  was  a 
church  and  home  worker.  They  are 
natives  of  Osyka,  Miss.  ,  she  is  the 
former  Dimple  Conerly.  They  may  be 
addresed  at  24  Kiowa,  Shawnee,  Okla. 
74801. 

Allen  Puckett  Jr,  father  of  Susan 
Puckett,  missionary  to  Taiwan,  died 
Dec.  6  in  Columbus,  Miss.  A  native  of 
Columbus,  she  was  appointed  by  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  in  1986.  She 
may  be  addressed  at  P.  O.  Box  427, 
Thipei  10099,  Thiwan,  ROC. 

Talitha  Edwards,  journeyman  to 
Korea,  has  completed  her  two-year 
term  of  service  as  a  pharmacist  at  the 
Baptist  Hospital  in  Pusan  and  return¬ 
ed  to  the  States  (address :  321  Powell, 
Grenada,  Miss.  38901),  her  hometown. 
Before  she  was  employed  by  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  in  1985,  she 
was  a  relief  pharmacist  at  local  drug 
stores  in  Grenada. 

Beth  Watkins,  journeyman  to 
Japan,  has  completed  her  two-year 
term  of  service  as  a  secondary 
elementary  teacher  in  Kitakyushu 
and  returned  to  the  States  (address: 
Rt.  1,  Box  537,  Moselle,  Miss.  39459). 
A  native  of  Mississippi,  she  was  born 
in  Hattiesburg  and  jgrew  up  in 
Moselle.  Before  she  was  employed  by 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board  in  1985,  she 
was  an  English  and  chorus  teacher  in 
Bay  St.  Louis,  Miss. 


Tony  and  Karen  Gray,  missionaries 
to  Brazil,  are  the  parents  of  Katie 
Rene,  born  Dec.  4.  They  may  be  ad¬ 
dressed  at  R.  Ruy  Pinto  Bandeira  1112, 
29090  Vitoria,  ES  Brazil.  He  was  born 
in  Mobile,  and  considers  Moss  Point, 
Miss.,  his  hometown.  The  former 
Karen  Burns,  she  was  born  in 
Waynesboro,  Miss. 

Ralph  and  Gena  Calcote,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Japan  since  1951,  retired 
from  active  missionary  service  Dec. 
1.  He  served  as  a  general  evangelist, 
and  she  was  a  church  and  home 
worker.  A  native  of  Mississippi,  he 
was  born  in  Lincoln  County  and  grew 
up  in  Brpokhaven.  The  former  Gena 
Wall  of  Louisiana,  she  was  born  in 
Natalbany  and  considers  Kentwood 
her  hometown.  They  may  be  address¬ 
ed  at  1907  Barnwell  Lane,  Yazoo  City. 
Miss.  39194. 

Donnell  and  Jane  Courtney,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Guatemala,  have  arrived 
in  (fie  States  (address:  419  Gardenia 
Lake,  Jackson,  Miss.  77566).  He  is  a 
native  of  Jasper,  Texas,  and  she  is  the 
former  Jane  Holtz  of  Pueblo,  Colo. 
They  were  appointed  by  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  in  1970. 

John  and  Jerry  Hilbun,  missionary 
associates  to  the  Windward  Islands, 
have  arrived  in  the  States  (address: 
919  Reaves  St.,  Jackson,  Miss.  39204) 
They  consider  Laurel,  Miss.,  their 
hometown.  She  is  the  former  Jerry 
Warren.  They  were  appointed  by  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  in  1983. 


Loving  faces,  helping  hands 
are  needed  year  ’round 


Santa  Claus  and  a  score  of  his 
doubles  delivered  presents  on 
December  23  to  the  approximately 
1400  patients  in  Mississippi  State 
Hospital  at  Whitfield.  Items,  donated 
by  churches  and  others,  had  been 
wrapped  by  Volunteer  Service 
Department  staff  and  helpers  and 
were  matched  to  the  needs  or  desires 
of  each  individual  patient.  This 
Christmas  time  attention  was  good, 
but  the  patients  also  need  loving  faces 
and  helping  hands  year  round. 

“There  are  great  mission  oppor¬ 
tunities  right  here  within  a  short  driv¬ 
ing  distance  of  many  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists,”  said  W.  Mark  Moore,  ad¬ 
ministrator  of  the  Clinical  Support 
Services  at  the  hospital.  “Many  of  our 
patients  are  Christians  and  have  a 
strong  church-related  background,” 
he  added.  “Yet  there  are  numerous 
ways  in  which  volunteers  may 
minister  to  them.” 

For  instance,  there  is  the  Patient 
Education  Program  in  which  more 
than  75  patients  have  been  involved  in 
recent  months  in  adult  literacy 
classes,  G.E.D.  classes,  post-high 
school  classes,  and  two  in  college 
work.  Classes,  taught  by  various  staff 
and  others,  are  provided  throughout 
the  hospital  in  social-living  skills, 
problem-solving,  job  training,  and  in 
special  interests  such  as  music,  typ¬ 
ing,  and  crafts. 

“Many  of  our  patients  have  good 
cultural,  educational,  and  profes¬ 
sional  backgrounds,”  Mark  pointed 
out.  “Yet  some  have  had  little  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  develop  worthwhile  skills.  We 
usually  can  help  the  men  and  women 
who  are  discharged  or  relocated  in 
personal  care  homes  (such  as  THE 
LEARNING  CENTER,  1200  West 
Capitol,  across  from  Calvary  Baptist 
Church)  or  others  across  the  state. 
Likewise,  we  are  able  to  provide 
educational  and  skill-living  ex¬ 
periences  for  those  who  need  to  re¬ 
main  in  a  hospital  setting.” 

For  these  classes  and  other  training 
efforts,  volunteers  are  needed  “We 
would  like  to  have  church  groups, 
retirees,  and  others  who  have  skills  to 
share,  to  help  with  classes,  tutor  in¬ 
dividuals.  or  akfin  dther  projects,”  he 
said.  Anyone  16  or  older  may 
volunteer.  A  minimum  of  two  hours 
monthly  is  suggested;  but  even  daily 
opportunities  of  services  are  available 
and  needed. 

Classes  are  held  Monday-Friday 
mornings,  but  could  be  offered  in 
afternoons,  evenings,  and  on 
weekends,  depending  on  volunteers 
available.  Volunteers  do  not  have  to  be 
professional  teachers,  but  many  have 
love,  warmth,  patience,  and  will¬ 
ingness  to  share  in  helpful  teaching 
and  other  learning  experiences.  It  is 
important  that  they  make  a  definite 
commitment  to  be  present  for  each 
class  agreed  upon,  so  as  not  to  disap¬ 
point  the  students.  (Teaching  plans 
and  other  special  helps  are  available. ) 

Mark  said  he  also  envisions  various 


college  students  coming  to  help  teach 
these  classes.  Math,  English,  music 
majors  or  others  could  teach  their 
subjects  for  a  certain  length  of  time. 

Several  weeks  ago,  I  visited  the 
Mississippi  State  Hospital.  Mark  and 
I  stopped  by  the  building  where  the 
educational  classes  were  in  progress. 
I  met  Ann  Hinson,  an  instructor  of  the 
Rankin  County  School  System,  who 
teaches  G.E.D.  courses  Tuesdays  and 
Thursdays. 

Some  patients  tutor  other  patients. 
I  met  a  woman,  a  former  teacher,  who 
was  using  the  Laubach  method  to  help 
other  patients  learn  to  read. 

Not  only  is  the  Clarion  Ledger  pro¬ 
vided  daily  to  help  the  students  keep 
up  with  current  events;  but  patients 
also  assist  in  publishing  their  own 
newspaper.  The  Grapevine,  twice 
each  month. 

In  the  Patient  Education  Program, 
there’s  another  need  beyond  the 
volunteers.  It’s  a  need  for  multiple 
amounts  of  materials  and  equipment : 
paper,  pencils,  books,  dictionaries, 
projectors,  video  and  audio  cassette 
items,  learning  games,  refreshment 
items,  and  funds  for  on-going  needs. 
(The  hospital’s  budget  does  not 
always  provide  funds  for  such 
jnaterials.)  At  least  one  church,  An¬ 
drews  Chapel,  Brandon,  provides  $100 
a  month  toward  this  need  for  supplies. 

Mark,  as  co-ordinator  of  the  educa¬ 
tion  program,  collects  the  supplies 
and  would  be  the  one  to  ask  about 
what  the  needs  are.  Salesmen  for  book 
companies  have  given  limited 
amounts  of  their  sample  textbooks 
Mark  has  found  some  items  (game 
boards,  large  teaching  pictures,  and 
other  items  suitable  for  such  uses  with 
adults)  from  Children’s  Department 
resource  kits  (from  Sunday  School, 
Church  Training,  Vacation  Bible 
School,  and  Church  Music)  to  be 
helpful.  Resource  materials,  showing 
situations  where  adults  are  involved, 
(rather  than  children)  are  needed. 

For  more  information  on  how  you 
can  help  with  this  education  program 
or  other  special  ministry  projects,  call 
Mark,  -1-939-1221,  Extension  186;  or 
call  Jerald  Ball.  Volunteer  Services 
Co-ordinator.  Extension  205.  Or,  write 
either  at  Mississippi  State  Hospital. 
Whitfield,  Mississippi  39193. 

Next  week.  I'll  talk  about  a  lot  of 
other  ways  that  missions  and 
ministries  can  be  provide<T-by 
volunteers  who  participate  on  campus 
at  Mississippi  State  Hospital  or  by- 
others  who  share  resources,  prayers, 
and  interests. 

Gorbachov  calls  for 
struggle  with  religion 

TASHKENT,  U  S  S  R'  '( EP)  - 
Soviet  leader  Mikhail  Gorbachov  call¬ 
ed  for  a  “decisive  and  uncompromis¬ 
ing  struggle”  with  religion  and  an  im¬ 
provement  of  atheist  work  in  a  speech 
made  Nov.  24  during  a  stopover  in 
Tashkent  on  his  way  to  India,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Open  Doors  New  Service. 
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Dino  Kartsonakis.  five-time  winner 
of  the  Gospel  Music  Association’s 
Dove  Award,  will  appear  in  concert  at 
First  Church,  Grenada,  at  7:00  p.m. 
on  January  17. 

Oakdale  Church,  1462  Hwy.  471, 
Brandon  will  host  the  Bibletones 
Quartet  of  Gulfport  in  concert,  Jan. 
18.  from  6  p.m.  to  8  p.m.  Alan  Kilgore 
is  pastor  Miss  Susan  M.  Clark  is 
njinister  of  music  and  youth. 


■'  ?  V>..V.V\  South  Side  Church  Mend, an.  obs-.ed  the  40b  cvi—'sary  nr  as  . . - 

'lb^  Er°Vn  oarsey  was  presented  a  plaque  in  recognition  of  her  service  as  church 
Southern  Heights  Church,  Tupelo,  me(jja  |jbrarian  sjnce  1948.  The  plaque  was  presented  in  the  morning  worship  ser- 
;ld  note  burning,  Dec  21.  vice  by  Miss  Janis  Watson,  chairman  of  the  committee 

The  church  is  less  than  20  years  old.  pjctured  are  Mrs  Darsey.  Miss  Watson,  and  Marcus  Peagler.  minister  of  music  and 
ilued  at  over  $300,000.  and  debt  free  educlion  Wayne  E  Riley  is  pastor. 


I  ■  ■  |  i  ■  ■  ■  RAsof 

«  —  ■  Combined  pre-school  and  children  ,|e  Moon 

m  choirs  of  Pineview  Church.  Hattiesburg 

held  their  Christmas 

on  Sunday  evening.  Dec  21 

Bethany  Church,  Potts  Camp,  dedicates  a  new  fellowship  hall  and  classrooms  pjnevievv  Church  has  started  its  new 

i  Dedication  Day,  Dec  7  -  -  children's  church  ministry  This  is  a  wor- 

Among  those  attending  (pictured  below)  are  Don  Stanfill.  director  of  m.ssions  ^  serv|Ce  on  a  chikj's  level  for  ages  4 

-  grade  2.  Pictured  are  Larry  Deemy, 
minister  of  youth,  and  Mrs  Susan  Blan¬ 
chard.  children’s  church  director  The 
pastor  is  Paul  Blanchard  •_ 

The  church  has  a  tape  ministry  con¬ 
sisting  of  the  pastor's  messages 

Spring  Hill  Church  (Copiah  County) 
set  a  goal  of  $800  for  foreign  missions, 
and  $1,050  was  received 
Estus  Mason  is  serving  as  interim 
pastor. 

Easthaven  Church.  Brookhaven, 

recent  iWhetd-  a  ,a>'  renewal  con 
ference.  Ntf/T  14-16.  Results  included 
15  professions  of  faith. 

According  to  Jim  Whitehead, 
general  chairman  for  lay  renewal  at 
the  church,  lay  renewal  “strongly  em¬ 
phasizes  prayer,  daily  family  worship, 
and  daily  individual  quiet  time  or 
worship." 


Randy 


Dana  R.  Denson  of  Jackson  has 
recently  become  music  director  of 
McAdams  Church,  Attala  County. 
Denson,  wljo  received  a  bachelor  of 
music  degree  from  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege  in  1984,  was  formerly  pianist  at 
Emmanuel  Church,  Jackson.  He  is 
married  to  the  former  Edith  Thomp¬ 
son  of  Pass  Christian  and  they  have 
one  son,  Richard,  aged  three  and  a 
half  months. 


Larry  T.  Springfield  is  the  new 
pastor  at  Salem  Church.  Collins,  Cov¬ 
ington  Association. 

Ken  Anderson  has  accepted  the  call 
to  become  associate  pastor  at 
Parkway  Church,  Jackson.  He  goes  to 
Parkway  Church  from  Black  Jack 
Church,  Yazoo  Association,  where  he 
served  as  pastor  for  five  years 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Can- 
dyce  Phillips  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  one  daughter,  Brecken 

Bill  Causey  is  pastor. 

Diamondhead  Church,  Gulf  Coast 
Association,  has  called  Robert  T. 
Gilmore.  11  as  minister  of  music  and 
youth.  His  first  service  was  Jan.  7. 

Paul  B.  Oglesbee,  Jr.  is  pastor. 
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More  than  football 


(Continued  from  page  2) 
were  nine  seconds  left  in  the  game. 

That  was  plenty  of  time  for  a 
Testaverde  pass  for  a  touchdown  that 
would  win  the  game.  • 

Patemo  said  later,  “I’m  not  the 
type  of  guy  to  pray  for  the  good  Lord 
to  take  care  of  a  football  game.  I 
figure  he  has  better  things  to  do.  But 
(on  that  fourth  down)  I  was  tempted.” 

Prayer  or  not,  the  pass  was  in¬ 
tercepted,  and  Penn  State  won  and 
became  the  national  champions. 

And  very  likely,  Paterno  is  right.  It’s 
doubtful  that  the  Lord  has  much 
reason  to  concern  himself  with  the 
outcome  of  a  football  game. 

There  is  every  reason,  however,  to 
believe  that  concerted  prayer  is  effec¬ 
tive.  We  find  such  references  in  the 
scripture.  We  remember  the  one  that 
says  that  the  effectual,  fervent  prayer 
of  a  righteous  man  carries  a  great 
deal  of  weight.  Also  we  remember 
that  the  Lord  said  that  where  two  or 
three  are  gathered  together  in  his 
name,  he  will  be  there. 

There  are  many  areas  of  need  for 
concerted  prayer  in  our  day.  As  an  ex¬ 
ample,  John  Smith,  missionary  to  In¬ 
donesia  was  in  our  office  last  week.  In 
conversation  we  referred  to  the  great 
revival  that  occured  recently  in  that 
area.  Smith  said  that  the  missionaries 
in  Indonesia  are  joining  in  prayer  now 
that  those  who  were  saved  as  a  result 
of  that  revival  will  be  channeled  into 
effective  work  in  the  Lord’s  Kingdom. 
Surely  we  can  join  those  missionaries 
in  that  prayer. 

There  are  prayer  needs  all  over  the 
world.  We  would  do  well  to  make 
ourselves  acquainted  with  them  and 
join  those  in  prayer  who  are  trying  to 
make  a  difference. 

But  back  to  Paterno.  This  is  not  in- 


Guy  Rutland 
dies  in  Georgia 


ATLANTA  (BP)  -  Guy  W.  Rutland 
Jr.,  leader  of  one  of  the  most  active 
Southern  Baptist  families  in  Georgia, 
died  here  in  mid-December  at  age  73. 

Rutland  died  of  congestive  heart 
failure.  He  had  been  in  poor  health 
since  suffering  a  stroke  in  1964. 

Rutland,  an  Atlanta  businessman, 
was  chairman  of  board  of  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Decatur  Foundation  which  financ¬ 
ed  church  and  mission  projects 
around  the  world.  He  was  chairman 
of  trustees  at  Golden  Gate  Seminary 
in  Mill  Valley,  Calif.,  for  several  years. 
He  served  on  the  Southern  Baptist 
Home  Mission  Board,  was  chairman 
of  trustees  at  Tift  (Baptist)  College  in 
Forsyth,  Ga.,  and  was  treasurer  of  the 
Haggai  Institute  of  Atlanta. 

His  father  before  him,  Rutland 
himself  and  their  children  have  given 
millions  of  dollars  to  Baptist  causes. 
Buildings  are  named  for  them  at  Tift 
College,  Golden  Gate  Seminary  and 
Georgia  Baptist  Medical  Center  in 
Atlanta. 

His  widow,  Marie  Simpson  Rutland 
of  Decatur,  has  chaired  committees 
for  the  Home  Mission  Board.  He  spent 
U  years  as  a  member  of  the  Georgia 
General  Assembly  and  was  speaker  of 
the  Georgia  House  of  Representatives 
in  1963-64. 

His  son,  Guy  Rutland  III,  has  been 
on  the  Southern  Baptist  Executive 
Committee. 


tended  to  be  a  testimonial  to  him.  He 
can  get  along  very  well  whether  or  not 
anybody  reads  this.  I  mentioned, 
however,  my  long-time  admiration  for 
him,  even  though  my  reasons  were 
,vague.  Since  the  Fiesta  Bowl  game, 
however,  there  has  been  a  great  deal 
in  print  about  Paterno.  It  seems  he 
really  deserves  a  great  deal  of  ad¬ 
miration.  He  is  more  dedicated  to 
education  than  to  winning  football 
games.  He  keeps  on  doing  the  latter 
with  regularity,  but  he  insists  that  his 
football  players  realize  that  they  came 
to  college  to  get  an  education.  And  he 
reinforces  this  with  his  influence  and 
actions. 

Temple  Heights, 
Oxford,  to 
celebrate  25th 

Temple  Heights  Church,  Oxford, 
will  celebrate  its  25th  anniversary  on 
Jan.  18. 

Arthur  Leslie  will  be  the  speaker. 
Leslie  preached  a  revival  at  a  new 
work  mission  in  south  Oxford  in 
December  of  1961.  This  new  work  was 
organized  into  Temple  Heights 
Church  on  Jan.  14,  1962. 

Jerry  Dale  Patterson  is  pastor. 

Graded  Choir  Workers' 
Clinic  to  be  held  at 
Highland,  Vicksburg 

A  Graded  Choir  Workers’  Clinic  will 
be  held  Jan.  30-31,  at  Highland 
Church,  Vicksburg.  Friday  session 
will  be  from  7: 30-9  p.m.  and  Saturday 
session  will  be  from  9-11  a.m. 

The  guest  leaders  will  be: 
l^lmadge  Butler,  Older  Children 
(Grades  4-6) ;  Elise  Dumsen,  Younger 
Children  (Grades  1-3);  Don  Odom, 
Preschoolers  (Ages  3-5). 

The  conference  is  being  sponsored 
by  Warren  County  Association  and  is 
open  to  anyone  who  works  with 
children’s  choirs.  There  will  not  be  a 
conference  fee. 

Highland  Church  is  located  at  3518 
Halls  Ferry  Road,  just  south  of  1-20. 
Call  636-2493  for  other  information. 

Roy  L.  Honeycutt  Sr. 
dies  in  Grenada 

Roy  L.  Honeycutt,  Sr.,  83,  died  Jan. 
5  in  Grenada,  following  an  illness  of 
several  months.  Funeral  services 
were  held,  Jan.  7  in  Grenada. 

A  retired  farmer  and  businessman, 
Honeycutt  was  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Grenada. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  the 
former  Gladys  Carpenter,  and  two 
sons,  Roy  L.  Honeycutt,  Jr.,  president 
of  Southern  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky. 
and  John  Honeycutt  of  Huntsville, 
Ala. 

Church  constituted, 
Sheridan,  Wyoming 

The  North  Sheridan  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Mission  was  constituted  into  the 
Sheridan  Southern  Baptist  Church  on 
Sunday,  Jan.  4,  at  3  p.m— 

Jimmie  T.  Smith  is  the  pastor.  A 
Lincoln  County  native,  he  was  former 
pastor  of  Gum  Grove  Church,  Lincoln 
County,  Mississippi. 

Smith  and  his  wife,  Mary,  have  been 
on  the  home  mission  field  in  Wyom¬ 
ing  for  two  years. 
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Thursday,  January  15,  1987 

Sara  Crawford 
honored  by  MBF 

Trustees  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Foundation  recently  honored  their 
bookkeeper  with  a  resolution  of 
appreciation. 

Mrs.  Sara  Crawford,  who  retires 
Mar.  31,  began  in  1967  as  a  part  time 
office  secretary.  She  became  a  full 
time  secretary  the  next  year  and  was 
promoted  to  bookkeeper  at  the  end  of 
1978. 

Foundation  executive  secretary 
Harold  Kitchings  expressed  his  ap¬ 
preciation  for  her  20  years  of  “faithful, 
loyal,  dedicated,  and  efficient  ser¬ 
vice.” 

Grassroots 


New  Orleans  Seminary  conferred  doctoral  degrees  on  four  students  from  Mississippi 
during  December  commencement  exercises.  Pictured,  left  to  right,  are:  Bennie  R. 

Crockett  Jr.,  Th.D.,  of  Hattiesburg:  Gerald  Keith  Gordon,  D.Min.,  of  Columbia: 

Landrum  P.  Leavell  II,  seminary  president;  Harry  "Nick"  Spring,  Ed.D.,  of  Gautier; 
and  Donald  John  Wilton,  Th.D.,  of  Columbia. 

New  Orleans  Seminary  presents  BaptiSiS 
degrees  to  Mississippians 


Fifteen  Mississippians  received 
degrees  in  December  graduation 
from  New  Orleans  Seminary.  Com¬ 
mencement  service  were  held  Dec.  20. 
Four  Mississippians  got  doctoral 
degrees. 

These  15  included  Donald  John 
Wilton,  from  Columbia,  doctor  of 
theology  (he  is  an  evangelist  with  the 
Leonard  Sanderson  Evangelistic 
Association,  Pineville,  La.);  La  Rue 
Stephens,  from  Silver  Creek,  pastor  of 
Cedar  Grove  Church,  Columbia, 
master  of  divinity;  James  Keith 
Smith,  from  Jackson,  master  of 
divinity;  Lois  Adkins  Smith,  from 
Union,  master  of  religious  education  ; 
John  Clifton  Purvis,  from  Polkville, 
pastor  of  Goodwater  Church,  Enter¬ 
prise,  master  of  religious  education ; 
Charles  Kenneth  Nick,  from  Memphis 
(married  to  Gwyn  Wise  of  Acker¬ 
man),  associate  of  divinity  in  pastoral 
ministries;  Ronald  Truitt  Meeks, 
from  Corinth,  interim  pastor  of 
Highland  Chapel,  Pass  Christian, 
master  of  divinity; 


Camp  Garaywa 
now  accepting 
applications 


Applications  are  now  being  ac¬ 
cepted  from  young  women  for  sum¬ 
mer  employment  at  Camp  Garaywa. 

Each  summer  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union  employs  college  and  seminary 
students  and  school  teachers  to  serve 
as  counselors  and  leaders  for  the 
state’s  2,000  plus  GA  and  Ac  tee  ns 
campers.  - 

The  qualifications  of  a  Camp 
Garaywa  staffer  include:  a  commit¬ 
ted  Christian  and  an  active  member 
of  a  Southern  Baptist  Church;  at  least 
one  year  of  college;  an  understanding 
of  the  purpose  of  the  GA  and  Ac  tee  ns 
organizations ;  a  desire  to  learn  and 
teach  missions ;  willing  to  put  others 
before  self;  patience  and  love  for 
children  and  youths. 

Completed  application  forms 
should  be  mailed  to  the  WMU  Office, 
Box  530,  Jackson,  Miss.  39205.  Forms 
can  be  secured  from  the  WMU  office 
and  BSU  directors. 


Edwin  Barry  Wilkinson,  from 
Baker,  La.,  pastor  of  Springfield 
Church,  Natchez,  master  of  divinity; 
Joe  Render  Lovelady  Jr.,  from  New 
Orleans  (married  to  Katharine 
Carlock  of  Clinton,  Miss.),  master  of 
religious  education;  Gerald  Keith 
Gordon,  from  Laurel,  pastor  of  East 
Columbia  Church,  Columbia,  doctor 
of  ministry;  Bennie  R.  Crockett  Jr. 
from  Jackson,  assistant  professor  of 
religion,  William  Carey  College,  doc¬ 
tor  of  theology; 

Donald  B.  Bryant  from  Gulfport, 
master  of  divinity;  Roger  Wayne 
Alewine  Sr.,  from  Lexington,  S.C., 
minister  to  senior  adults  and 
outreach,  First  Church,  Gulfport, 
master  of  religious  education;  Bill 
Ashford,  from  Jackson,  pastor  of  An- 
ding  Church.  Bentonia,  master  of 
religious  education;  and  Harry- 
“Nick”  Spring,  from  Gautier,  Ed.D. 


(Continued  from  page  2) 
director  of  missions. 

We  salute  these  men  who  often 
serve  in  difficult  places  with  little 
recognition  and  often  small  compena- 
tion.  They  are  the  true  connoisseurs 
of  what  is  “grassrootism.”  When  the 
director  of  missions  says  this  is  what 
Baptists  are  and  this  is  what  Baptists 
want,  he  may  know  more  than  any  of 
the  rest  of  us. 

Perhaps  it  is  time  we  listened  to 
these  servants  of  God  for  they  may 
have  some  answers  we  have  been 
seeking  for  a  long  time. 


at  la  Fme, 
BROCF 


It  is  manlike  to  punish  but  godlike 
to  forgive.  —  Peter  von  Winter 

' - *\ 
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*PRO  LIFE  IVALLY 

Thursday,  January  22,  1987  -  12:00  noon 
South  Side  State  Capitol 
N.  West  St.  and  Mississippi  St. 

14th, Anniversary  of  Roe  vs  Wade 

"If  my  people,  who  are  called  by  my  name,  will  humble  themselves  and  pray  and  seek 
my  lace  and  turn  from  their  wicked  ways,  then  will  I  hear  from  heaven  and  will  forgive 
their  sm  and  will  heal  their  land!'  II  Chronicles  7:14  (NIV) 

Come  Pray  With  Us!  Participants  should  meet  Thursday.  January  22.  1987  at 
11:15  am  at  the  Mississippi  State  Fairgrounds  We  will  proceed  to  the  Capitol 
on  foot  for  the  noon  rally.  Lt.  Governor  .firad  Dye  will  address  a  welcome  and 
area  pastors  will  lead  us  in  prayer  See  you  there! 


Teens  for  Life  Candlelight  Vigil 

7:00  p.m.  -  State  Capitol 

"Let  your  tight  so  shine  before  men.  that  they  may  see  your  gooo  works  and  praise  your 
Father  m  heaven"  Matthew  5:16  (NIV) 

Everyone  is  welcome  to  attend  a  special  memorial  service  in  honor  of  the  19 
million  babies  who  have  lost  their  lives  since  the  infamous  Roe  vs  Wade 
decision  in  1973.  The  service  will  be  held  Thursday.  January  22.  1987  at 
7:00  pm  on  the  south  steps  of  the  State  Capitol  Building.  Candles  will  be 
provided. 

BE  THERE!!! 

Don't  forget  —  Sanctity  of  Human  Life  —  Sunday.  January  18,  1987. 

If  you  need  more  information  concerning  the  rally  or  vigil, 
please  contact  our  office  at  (601)  981-8181. 

PRAY  TO  END  ABORTION  IN  1987 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  COMMENTARIES 
Relating  in  positive  love  is  a  goal  to  strive  for 

By  Nathan  L.  Barber  LIFE  AND  WORK 


returned  in  full,  we  will  be  doing  no  more  than  forgiveness  and  generosity.  Giving  and  forgiv- 
the  world  does.  Jesus  had  this  in  mind  when  he  ing  bring  about  a  wonderful  consequence.  It  will 
instructed  his  followers,  “And  whoever  shall  be  given  to  you,  not  only  in  kind,  but  in  good 
force  you  to  go  one  mile,  go  with  him  two”  (Mat-  measure,  pressed  down,  shaken  together,  and 
thew5:41).Thisverseprobablyreferstoacom-  runningover.  When  love  is  genuine  it  always  ac- 
mon  practice  of  the  Roman  soldiers  in  occupied  tivates  the  inexhaustible  resources  of  God’s 
Palestine.  Any  citizen  could  be  compelled  by  the  grace  and  goodness.  Christians  should  be 
soldiers  to  carry  baggage  or  supplies  for  a  cer-  known  as  givers,  not  condemners. 
tain  distance.  Jesus  was  saying  that  Christian  Christian  love,  then,  does  not  attempt  to 
love  would  compel  one  to  go  farther  and  per-  discriminate  between  persons;  it  acts 
form  better  than  anyone  has  a  right  to  expect,  regardless  of  the  merits  of  the  other  person. 
It  is  in  the  second,  voluntary  mile  that  the  There  are  three  reasons  for  this:  (1)  because 
Christian’s  love  is  set  apart  from  that  of  the  we  are  to  treat  others  in  the  same  way  that  we 
world.  desire  to  be  treated  ( v.  31 ),  (2)  because  we  have 

Further  applications  cf  the  love  for  which  already  been  treated  graciously  by  the  Most 
Jesus  looks  are  given  in  the  closing  verses.  High,  himself  (vv.  35,  36),  and  (3)  because  we 
Jesus  indicates  that  his  followers  should  not  in-  should  be  merciful,  just  as  our  Heavenly  Father 
volve  themselves  in  the  self-righteous  acts  of  is  merciful. 

judging  and  condemning  their  neighbors.  However,  it  must  be  admitted  that  relating  in 
Though  man  possesses  the  tendency  to  act  in  positive  love  is  a  goal  to  strive  for  rather  than 
such  a  manner,  he  does  not  possess  the  capacity  a  completed  reality  in  any  person’s  life.  But  the 
or  the  perspective  to  discriminate  concerning  prize  is  worth  the  struggle.  Jesus  said  “. . .  you 
the  motives  of  another  person.  will  be  sons  of  the  Most  High.” 

The  true  spirit  and  attitude  of  love  is  that  of  Nathan  Barber  is  pastor.  First,  Bay  St.  Louis. 


ies.  Do  evil  to  those  who  hate  enemies,  do  good  to  those  who  hate  you,  bless 
ivho  curse  you.  Tbngue-lash  those  who  curse  you  .  .  .  love  your  enemies,  do 
t  you.  These  would  be  typical  good  to  those  who  hate  you,  bless  those  who 
responses  from  a  people,  curse  you,  pray  for  those  who  mistreat  you.”  He 
such  as  Israel,  who  lived  indicates  that  the  whole  matter  of  relationships 

under  the  control  of  a  power-  boils  down  to  love.  Jesus  calls  his  disciples  to 

ful  invader.  It  was  probably  the  excellent  way  of  life,  the  way  of  love, 
not  rare  to  see  a  Roman  '  Love  is  self-giving  and  seeks  the  other  per- 
soldier  strike  one  of  the  sub-  son’s  good.  And  though  emotions  are  somehow 
jugated  people  for  any  linked  with  it,  genuine  love  is  not  a  mere  emo- 

number  of  mischievous  tion ;  it  is  a  willful  commitment,  a  life-style,  a 

reasons.  Perhaps  a  blow  was  way  of  living.  We  do  not  have  the  option  of  se- 
struck  in  response  to  objec-  lecting  the  time  and  the  people  to  whom  we  will 
tions  raised  by  a  young,  relate  in  love;  we  are  to  relate  in  love  to 
5e  coat  had  .been  taken  by  everyone  on  a  daily  basis.  And  even  though  we 

cannot  control  how  other  people  will  treat  us, 
pical  these  responses  might  we  can  control,  and  are  accountable,  for  the 
ng  in  an  occupied  country,  manner  in  which  we  respond  to  those  people, 
s  followers  that  they  are  a  Jesus  said  that  there  should  be  an  added 
regardless  of  their  outward  dimension  to  a  Christian’s  love.  If  we  love  those 
hatever  others  might  have  who  love  us,  repay  good  deed  for  good  deed,  and 
lid,  I  tell  you  “  .  .  love  your  lend  with  the  expectation  of  having  everything 


e  to  believe  in  him 


By  Charles  Wesley  ruler  of  this  world  (Satan)  would  lose  his 

.  John  12 : 20-25,  31-37,  42-43  -  authority  in  the  world.  On  the  cross  Satan  was 

Jesus  was  nearing  the  end  of  his  earthly  BIBLE  B  O  O  K  defeated.  As  a  result  we  do  not  have  to  yield 

ministry.  He  makes  a  last  appeal  for  people  to  P  1  P  Lu  ourselves  to  the  temptations  of  Satan.  In  addi- 

believe  in  him  before  he  dies  on  the  cross.  This  tion,  Jesus,  through  his  death  on  the  cross,  will 

H  lesson  provides  ample  op-  to  Christ.  .  draw  all  men  unto  himself.  Of  course,  not 

portunity  to  evaluate  our  II.  The  coming  of  Jesus’  hour  (12:23-25).  everyone  will  be  saved,  but  those  who  respond 
commitment  to  Jesus  Jesus  uses  the  event  of  the  Greeks  seeking  him  in  faith  to  Jesus,  whether  Jew  or  Gentile  will 
Christ.  to  point  out  that  his  hour  had  come.  The  hour  be  saved. 

I.  The  Greeks  seek  Jesus  when  Jesus  would  be  glorified  was  the  time  that  IV.  The  people’s  lack  of  understanding 
(12:20-22).  Certain  Greeks  Jesus’ ministry  would  climax  by  providing  the  ( 12 :34-36a).  The  people  were  confused  about 
who  were  attending  the  means  for  salvation  for  Jews  and  Gentiles.  Jesus.  They  understood  the  Law  to  teach  that 
Passover  celebration  went  to  Jesus  explained  his  statement  by  using  an  il-  the  Christ  would  remain  forever.  So,  why  would 
Philip  to  state  their  desire  to  lustration  from  nature.  A  grain  of  wheat  must  Jesus  speak  of  his  death  if  he  was  the  Messiah? 
see  .Jesus.  These  Greeks  first  die  before  it  can  multiply.  Jesus  must  die  One  finds  it  hard  to  accept  that  which  he  does 
Wesley  were  probably  God-fearers  in  order  to  give  spiritual  life  to  many.  We,  too,  not  understand.  Therefore,  Jesus  says  that  per 
who  were  worshiping  the  Jewish  God  but  had  must  die  to  self  and  plant  our  lives  by  faith  in  sons  must  walk  in  his  light  to  have  spiritual 
not  converted  to  Judaism  or  they  had  become  Jesus  Christ  if  we  are  to  receive  eternal  life  and  understanding.  The  consequence  of  refusing  the 
Jewish  proselytes.  The  Greeks  went  to  Philip  bear  fruit.  Following  Christ  means  being  obe-  light  Jesus  offers  is  to  live  in  darkness.  One  liv- 
with  their  request  probably  because  of  Philip’s  dient  to  Christ  regardless  of  the  cost.  ing  in  darkness  will  wander  about  never  finding 

Greek  name  Philip,  then  consulted  with  An-  III.  Jesus’  commitment  to  his  mission  his  place  in  life.  However,  those  who  respond  in 
drew  and  the  two  of  them  went  to  Jesus  with  (12:31-33).  Because  Jesus  was  willing  to  be  obe-  faith  to  Christ,  who  is  the  light,  will  become 
the  Greek’s  request.  The  coming  of  the  Greeks  dient  to  God’s  will  to  die  on  the  cross,  judgment  “sons  of  light.”  In  other  words,  those  who 
is  a  sign  of  how  Gentiles  would  later  be  drawn  came  upon  the  world’s  sins.  Furthermore,  the  believe  in  Christ  take  on  the  character  of  Christ. 


V.  Why. the  people  failed  to  believe  (12:36b-37, 
42-43).  Throughout  Jesus’  ministry  he  perform¬ 
ed  many  miracles  to  reveal  his  deity  and  his 
mission  to  redeem  the  world.  Yet,  people  re¬ 
mained  spiritually  blind  and  refused  to  believe 
in  Jesus.  A  great  inconsistency  is  to  accept  so 
many  things  in  life  as  fact  even  though  one  does 
not  fully  understand  them,  and  then  not  accept 
Jesus  as  one’s  Savior  because  he  cannot  be 
completely  understood.  Still  others  refuse  to 
make  a  commitment  to  Christ  because  they  are 
afraid  of  the  actions  of  others.  Jesus  considered 
the  cost  and  committed  himself  to  die  on  the 
cross  so  we  might  be  saved.  Yet  people  consider 
the  criticism  of  others  in  the  community  too 
great  a  price  to  pay. 

As  we  evaluate  our  commitment  to  Jesus 
Christ,  one  question  should  be  asked :  Are  we 
willing  to  follow  Christ  regardless  of  the  cost? 
We  are  drawn  to  Christ  by  his  sacrificial  death 
on  the  cross  However,  we  must  decide  to  ac¬ 
cept  him  as  Savior  and  Lord. 

Charles  Wesley  is  pastor.  Morrison  Chapel 
Church,  Cleveland. 


He  is  our  resurrection,  our  hope 


Lord  of  Life 


By  Robert  M.  Hanvey  — 

John  11:17-27,  38-44  UNIFORM  that  believeth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead  yet 

You  know  this  is  one  of  those  great  teaching  : - -  shall  he  live.”  Those  words  are  used  over  and 

chapters  of  the  Bible.  From  it  we  learn  a  great  in  order  to  cope  with  the  issue.  over  again  to  give  comfort  and  assurance  to 

deal  concerning  death.  The  teaching  comes  We  recognize  that  many  people  fear  death,  those  who  are  in  moments  of  bereavement. 

from  Jesus  himself  who  was  For  the  Christian  there  is  no  need  to  fear  death.  Surely,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  tried  as  best  he 

summoned  by  Mary  and  DeatJ)  is  the  instrument  through  which  we  “go  could  to  give  Martha  the  same  assurance  that 

Martha  because  of  the  death  home”  to  be  with  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord  and  you  and  I  need  in  moments  of  physical  death, 

of  their  brother,  Lazarus.  Savior.  As  long  as  we  are  here  in  the  physical,  Martha  believed  in  the  future  resurrection. 

The  Bible  teaches  us  that  we  cannot  be  with  him  in  the  spirit  save  by  the  of  course,  but  seemed  unaware  of  Jesus’  com- 

"il  death  is,  in  fact,  not  a  indwelling  power  of  his  Spirit.  plete  association  with  the  resurrection.  Jesus 

\  separation  from  God  but  a  In  the  11th  chapter  of  the  book  of  John,  Jesus  told  her  that  whoever  believed  in  him  would 

sleep  in  the  Lord  Jesus  teaches  about  death.  Lazarus  had  been  dead  never,  never  die.  Then  Jesus  raised  Lazarus 

Christ.  With  this  thought  in  four  days  before  Jesus  was  ready  to  share  with  from  the  dead.  Great  honor  and  glory  were 

mind  we  see  some  Mary  and  Martha  his  personal  concern  and  his  brought  to  him  for  having  done  so,  and  truly 

Hanvey  characteristics  in  the  life  of  personal  sympathy.  This  shows  us  something  when  we  see  how  Jesus  handled  the  situation, 

Jesus  concerning  death  which  ought  to  be  about  Jesus’  concern  about  and  his  participa-  we  recognize  he  did  not  become  overly  concern- 
emulated  in  our  lives.  tion  in  the  issue  of  death.  He  was  in  no  hurry  ed;  he  did  not  lose  sight;  he  did  not  lose  the 

Let  me  first  just  give  you  some  of  the  con-  because  he  knew  he  was  in  control,  and  we  need  ability  to  cope;  he  did  not  become  so  anxious 

cems  which  I  see.  Human  beings  are  often  con-  to  adopt  that  kind  of  understanding,  too.  He  is  he  could  not  do  anything.  We  learn  a  great  deal 
cerned  far  beyond  their  own  comprehension  in  control  of  life  and  death.  about  how  we  ought  to  react  in  moments  of 

when  death  strikes.  For  instance,  we  feel  as  Martha  was  disappointed  that  Jesus  had  not  death.  We  are  awe  stricken  by  the  event  of  death 
though  the  end  of  the  world  has  come ;  there  is  come  earlier,  not  only  to  heal  Lazarus,  but  to  through  the  suddenness  or  perhaps  the  longevi- 
no  further  hope;  there  is  no  light  at  the  end  of  keep  him  from  dying.  Jesus  answered  and  said,  ty  of  the  death  process  which  comes  upon  one 
the  tunnel;  there  is  absolutely  no  way  to  sur-  “He  is  going  to  rise  again,”  —  these  are  some  of  our  loved  ones  or  friends.  Could  it  be  that  if 
vive;  no  way  to  keep  going.  Jesus  teaches  us  of  the  most  poignant  words  we  have  in  the  Ho-  we  were  ready  to  look  at  and  study  through  this 
a  great  deal  about  the  matter  of  death  or  sleep  ly  Writ.  “I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life.  He  particular  passage  of  Scripture  we  would  come 


to  a  new  understanding  of  how  we  should  react 
in  the  experience  of  death? 

Adults  who  are  dealing  with  reality  of  their 
own  death  or  the  deaths  of  loved  ones  can  find 
help  in  the  study  of  this  particular  chapter.  The 
statement  we  need  to  believe  in  is  that  Jesus 
can  challenge  us  in  our  faith,  right  now,  right 
where  we  are  today,  with  respect  to  the  physical 
death  experience.  Martha's  concern  about 
Jesus'  delay  can  be  a  help  to  me  and  you  in 
order  to  understand  and  deal  with  our  frustra¬ 
tions.  Jesus  is  not  in  a  hurry.  Things  happen  in 
his  own  time,  on  his  schedule,  when  he’s  ready 
so  he  can  receive  the  honor  and  the  glory.  We 
need  to  be  giving  some  real  concern  today  to 
the  teaching  of  the  Gospel  of  John  as  it  relates 
through  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord  and  Savior,  the 
Giver  of  life  and  the  Receiver  in  death,  his  con¬ 
cerns  about  death.  Jesus  had  a  unique  role  in 
the  resurrection  in  that  he  is  the  first  fruits 
from  the  dead.  We  need  to  realize  during  the 
course  of  this  study  that  we  are  going  to  die.  As 
Christians  we  are  going  to  die  in  Jesus.  He  is 
our  hope.  He  is  our  resurrection.  He  is  our  stay. 
He  is  our  life. 

Robert  Hanvey  is  pastor.  First,  Hazlehurst. 


Who  gets  resources:  young  or  old? 

Baptist  geriatrics  expert 
demands  equal  treatment 


By  Karen  Benson 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  ( BP)  —  The  greatest  and  resources  are  at  the  very  behind  spch  paternalism,  “it  is  a  form 
“graying  of  America”  is  one  of  the  lowest.”  °f  discrimination  and  should  be  re- 

most  significant  trends  affecting  Thus,  allocation  of  resources  is  one  jected,”  he  said.  “It  is  based  on  ageist 
American  society  and  rapidly  is  of  the  “most  important  ethical  issues  premises  which  assume  that  to  be  old 
leading  to  a  crisis  in  health  care  for  in  dealing  with  the  elderly,”  Wilkerson  is  to  be  poor,  sickly,  forgetful  and 
the  elderly,  a  leading  Southern  Bap-  said.  “If  we  accept  the  fact  that  our  dependent.  This  definitely  is  not  the 
tist  expert  on  geriatrics  claimed.  society  has  limited  resources  and  case  or  condition  of  the  majority  of 
Robert  Wilkerson  called  for  an  in-  many  goals,  we  must  ask  ourselves  the  elderly  population, 
creased  awareness  of  ethical  dilem-  the  questions:  Who  will  we  give  the  In  addition,  the  involvement  of  third 
mas  in  caring  for  the  elderly  and  urg-  resources  to?  The  young  or  the  old?  parties  “has  brought  about  a  situation, 
ed  a  return  to  the  traditional  The  physically  fit  or  the  sick?  The  rich  in  which  little  secrecy  or  confidentiali 
physician-patient  relationship  during  or  the  poor?  If  public  funding  is  ty  exists  anymore,  Wilkerson  said, 
a  speech  at  the  Southern  Baptist  limited,  what  share  of  those  funds  are  ‘The  patient  may  tell  the  doctor 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  office  we  willing  to  allocate  to  meet  the  things  in  confidence,  but  they  go  on 
here.  healthcare  needs  of  the  elderly?”  the  chart.  And.  the  chart  is  available 

Wilkerson  is  corporate  vice  presi-  To  help  stretch  the  dollar,  to  just  about  anyone  in  town, 
dent  for  geriatric  services  for  Baptist  healthcare  providers  seriously  have  Said  Wilkerson,  “Patients  should 
Medical  Centers  in  Birmingham.  He  tried  to  reduce  the  cost  without  reduc-  know  when  they  select  a  doctor  it  will 
was  a  guest  speaker  during  a  seminar  ing  quality,  Wilkerson  said:  ‘They  be  someone  who  will  listen  to  them, 
on  “The  Older  Adult:  Healthcare  have  attempted  to  do  this  by  who  will  counsel  with  them,  who  will 
Concerns,”  sponsored  by  the  Baptist  eliminating  waste,  avoiding  duplica-  take  their  needs  seriously  and  respect 
Medical  Center  Princeton.  tion  of  services  and  increasing  pro-  their  confidences.” 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  century,  ductivity.  However,  these  methods  While  these  and  other  ethical  con- 
the  number  of  elderly  citizens  has  in-  have  almost  totally  been  exhausted,  cems  do  exist  regarding  the  elderly, 
creased  eightfold,  Wilkerson  said.  Now,  the  era  of  cost-containment  is  there  should  not  be  any  special  ethical 
In  1900,  only  3  million  —  or  4  percent  giving  way,  and  we  have  begun  to  con-  issues  unique  to  the  elderly,  Wilker- 
—  of  all  Americans  were  65  or  older,  sider  the  rationing  of  health  care.”  son  said.  “Once  past  childhood,  age  in 
In  1980,  the  older  population  ac-  But  then  other  questions  arise,  he  and  of  itself  should  have  no  influence 
counted  for  11.3  percent  of  all  said:  “Are  we  willing,  as  a  society,  to  on  ethical  issues  in  treatment  deci- 
Americans,  and  the  number  continues  reduce  cost  by  rationing  health  care  sions,  non-treatment,  and  the  distribu¬ 
te  grow,  he  said.  for  the  elderly?  Is  it  fair  or  just  to  do  tion  of  health  resources." 

The  U.S.  Census  Bureau  estimates  so?”  •  Karen  Benson  writes  for  WMU, 

that  by  the  year  2030,  up  to  21  percent  Allowing  the  elderly  to  make  their  SBC. 
of  the  American  population  will  be  own  decisions  regarding  health  care 
older  than  64.  becomes  another  area  of  ethical  con- 

“This  astronomical  growth  has  been  cern,  Wilkerson  added.  "It  is  unfor- 
.  precipitated  by  a  lowering  of  the  birth  tunate  that  a  paternalistic  approach 
rate,  coupled  with  a  simultaneous  in-  is  often  taken  with  older  people,  even 
crease  in  life  expectancy,”  he  when  there  is  no  reason  to  suspect 
explained.  that  they  are  not  competent  to  make 

At  the  same  time,  the  huge  federal  decisions,"  he  said, 
deficit  is  putting  pressure  on  the  No  matter  how  noble  the  motivation 


Disguised  as  elderly, 
woman  shares  travails 


By  Karen  Benson 


one  day  be  old.  We  need  to  be 
careful  how  we  treat  our  elderly. 
They’re  being  made  to  feel  that 
somehow,  they  just  don’t  fit  in 
anymore.  That  they’re  even  in  the 
way. 

—  ‘The  elderly  are  no  different 
than  the  rest  of  us.  All  they  want 
is  the  opportunity  to  exist  in  peace 
and  happiness.  All  we  really  need 
to  do  is  treat  each  other  as  we  want 
to  be  treated  ourselves. 

—  “We  are  each  of  us  changing  - 
With  change  comes  our  ability  or 
inability  to  cope.  How  we  adapt  to 
change  will  determine  the  quality 
of  our  life.” 

Perhaps  the  most  frightening 
discovery  she  made  during  her 
three-year  trek,  “In  America,  the 
fear  of  dying  early  has  been 
replaced  by  the  fear  of  living  too 
long.” 


Patricia  Moore  was  the  featured 
speaker  at  the  seminar  on  ‘The 
Older  Adult:  Health  Care  Con¬ 
cerns,”  sponsored  by  Baptist 
Medical  Center  Princeton  in  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Ala. 

Moore  described  her  experiment 
in  which  she  disguised  herself  to 
look  like  an  85-year-old  woman. 
For  three  years,  she  traveled 
throughout  the  United  States  and 
Canada  in  this  disguise. 

She  encountered  support, 
helpfulness  and  love  —  and  rejec¬ 
tion,  hatred,  anger  and  fear.  She 
was  even  mugged  by  a  gang  of 
young  boys,  and  to  this  day  carries 
the  pain  and  the  scars,  not  to  men¬ 
tion  the  heartbreaking  memory. 

It  was  all  for  a  purpose  —  b  see 
how  people  respond  to  the  elderly, 
how  products  do  or  do  not  work  for 
the  elderly  and  how  environments 
impact  the  elderly. 

Her  firm,  Moore  &  Associates, 
develops  products,  serviedS  ahd 
marketing  strategies  for  con¬ 
sumers  age  50  and  older. 

‘The  very  survival  of  these  peo¬ 
ple  in  our  society  borders  on  the 
phenomenal,”  Moore  said  of  the 
elderly. 

She  described  how  a  simple  ride 
on  a  city  bus,  an  attempt  to  cross 
a  busy  street  and  a  climb  up  an 
apartment  stairwell  all  turned  in¬ 
to  vicious  nightmares  when  she 
tried  them  all  as  an  “elderly 
woman." 

She  learned  from  those  ex¬ 
periences,  and  now  she  has  some 
things  to  say  to  younger 
generations: 

—  “None  of  us  is  disabled.  We 
are  all  differently  able.  None  of  us 
has  the  right  b  determine  that 
some  people  are  any  less  deserv¬ 
ing  than  the  other. 

—  “As  a  society,  we  always  shun 
those  who  remind  us  of  our  darkest 
fears.  The  elderly  remind  us  of  our 
own  mortality  —  that  we,  too,  will 


